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During this season we celebrate the great Solemnity 

of Pentecost, the Descent of the Holy Spirit.  In some 

ways we consider this an ending.  This is the last 

Sunday of the Easter season.  Following the celebra-

tion on this day, we will stop adding the óalleluiaô to 

the dismissal at Mass, the paschal candle will be tak-

en from the altar and returned to its position near the 

baptismal font, and the cross of Jesus, which was 

adorned with a red stole, and which was carried in 

the Easter procession, will be removed from the altar 

as well. 

But in this Solemnity what we truly have is a transi-

tion and an expending reality.  We see it first with the 

Apostles themselves in the Book of Acts.  ñWhen the 

day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in 

one place.  And suddenly from heavens there came a 

sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the 

entire house where they were sitting.  Divided 

tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a 

tongue rested on each of them.  All of them were 

filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in oth-

er languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.ò 

ñNow there were devout Jews from every nation un-

der heaven living in Jerusalem.  And at this sound the 

crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each 

one heard them speaking in the native tongue of 

each.  Amazed and astonished, they asked, óAre not 

all these who are speaking Galileans?  And how is it 

that we hear, each of us, in our own native language?  

Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Meso-

potamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 

Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya 

At the Beginning of Christôs Church 

Most Rev. Anthony Mikovsky, Prime Bishop 

(Continued on Page 3.) 

belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both 

Jews and proselytes, Cretens and Arabs ï in our own 

languages we hear them speaking about Godôs deeds 

of power.ôò  (Acts 2:1-11) 

Before this time, after the ascension of Jesus, we 

know that our Lord told the Apostles to wait for the 

coming of the Spirit.  They spent those days in prayer 

and waiting.  But now with the coming of the Holy 

Spirit, the Apostles are driven out into the streets.  

They began to share with others what they had expe-

rienced and encountered in their time with Jesus.  Be-

fore this they were all afraid, locked behind closed 

doors.  But now with the presence of the Spirit within 

them, they boldly share their faith and witness to the 

mighty deeds of God. 

Within this portion of Scripture, we see the miracle 

of the crowd, of many different backgrounds and na-

tionalities, each hearing the message in their own na-

tive tongue.  While we certainly may marvel at this 

mighty work of God, with a little contemplation, we 

can also realize that we are still called to participate 

in this.  There are places and situations in the world 

today, in our own lives today, where each of us is the 

best person to speak about Christ.  There are places 

and situations where we speak the right ólanguageô to 

witness to others. 

Maybe itôs to our own families and friends, maybe 

itôs within our social circles, maybe itôs at the places 

where we visit daily or weekly, maybe itôs with cer-

tain people that we encounter, those who know us 

and love us and trust us.  Now that we have come 
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(At the Beginning of Chrisôs Church - Continued from Page 1.) 

through the Easter season, we have joined the Disci-

ples in encountering the Risen Jesus.  We have 

acknowledged Jesus as the Good Shepherd.  We have 

seen Him ascend to heaven to prepare a place for His 

faithful people.  We also have spent time in prayer 

and preparation just as the Disciples did.  But the 

time of the Holy Spirit has come.  Now is the time of 

the Church.  Now is the time for all the members of 

the Church, not only the bishops, priests and deacons, 

to carry the message out into the streets, out into our 

lives.   

In a few short days the Polish National Catholic 

Church, under a program of the Mission and Evange-

lism Commission will gather at St. Josephôs Parish in 

Westfield, MA to experience the Mission and Evan-

gelism Workshop, which this year has the theme, 

ñLiving in Faith Everyday.ò  This is exactly what 

each of us is called to be on the Solemnity of Pente-

cost and beyond.  We may not be one who can stand 

up like Peter did on that Pentecost day and proclaim, 

ñThis Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are 

witnesses.  Being therefore exalted at the right hand 

of God, and having received from the Father the 

promise of the Holy Spirit, He has poured out this 

that you both see and hear. é Therefore let the entire 

house of Israel know with certainty that God has 

made Him both Lord and Messiah, this Jesus Whom 

you crucified.ò (Acts 2:32-33, 35)  But we can cer-

tainly live our daily lives like someone who has expe-

rienced this great love of Christ.  We can live like 

people who have been forgiven of our sins, won 

through the crucifixion of Jesus and experienced in 

the Sacrament of Penance.  We can live like people 

who have been illumined by the teachings and life of 

Jesus, experienced in the Sacrament of the Word of 

God.  We can live like people who have been united 

to Jesus, as we experience in the Sacrament of the 

Holy Eucharist, received in Holy Communion.  And 

we must live this, not only with our attending the cel-

ebration of Holy Mass, but then like the Apostles on 

Pentecost, take this entire experience out into the 

world to share with others. 

Over the next few Sundays in the liturgical calendar, 

we will celebrate a number of Solemnities that allow 

us to contemplate and enter into some of the founda-

tional aspects of the Church.  With the Solemnity of 

the Holy Trinity, we profess the foundational belief 

that God is a triune reality, Father, Son and Holy 

Spirit.  With the Solemnity of Corpus Christi (The 

Body and Blood of Christ) we  honor the presence 

that sustains the Church in its daily life,  also realiz-

ing that this presence comes to each of us individual-

ly as food.  In the Solemnity of the Word of God, we 

honor the illuminating action of Christ as He com-

municates His will for each of us, both united within 

the Church and individually.  This short óSeason of 

the Churchô will then be extended for many weeks as 

we enter into the green season of Ordinary Time.   

Two questions within our Catechism can add some 

light in how we are to approach this time of the 

Church.   

ñWhat is the Church?ò  ñThe Church is the Body of 

Christ of which Christ is the Head and all baptized 

people are Her members.  The Church is the gather-

ing of people professing the truths of Christ and using 

those means to salvation which He instituted.ò  The 

Church then is the very presence of Jesus in and 

among the world today.  It is the Body of Christ.  But 

it is also a reality that óacts.ô  We use what Christ has 

given us, especially the Sacraments, to being our-

selves and each other to union with God. 

ñWhat is your duty as a member of the Church?ò  

ñAs a member of the Church it is my duty: 1) to ac-

cept and obey Christôs teachings through the Church; 

2) to give glory to God by my good life; 3) to support 

the work of the Church; and 4) to help bring others 

into the Church.ò 

By fully embracing the work of the Church in the de-

scent of the Holy Spirit, by being strengthened by the 

presence of Christ received in the Holy Eucharist, by 

being illumined and then sharing the Word of Christ 

in the Sacrament of the Word of God, let us each do 

the work of Christôs Church in our own lives.  Go out 

into your world and share the Good News. 

Come, Holy Spirit. 
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Liturgical Commission Meets 

National Church Center, Scranton, PA 

The Liturgical Commission of the P.N.C.C. met at the National Church Center of the P.N.C.C. in 

Scranton, PA, on Wednesday, April 8 and Thursday, April 9, 2026. 

Pictured below are members attending the meeting: 

Front row: Very Rev. John P. Kowalczyk, Jr.; Rt. Rev. Bernard J. Nowicki; Most Rev. Anthony Mikovsky; 

Rev. Carmen Bolock; 

Back row: Rev. Jason Soltysiak; Very Rev. Robert M. Nemkovich, Jr., chairman; Rt. Rev. Paul Sobiechowski; 

Via Zoom: Very Rev. Charles Zawistowski  
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Statement from the National Commission on Liturgy 

of the Polish National Catholic Church 

April 8, 2026 

The National Commission on Liturgy of the Polish National Catholic Church, with the concurrence of the 

Prime Bishop of the Church, are making the following statements regarding liturgical issues present in the 

church. 

Palm Sunday ï The Ordo of the Polish National Catholic Church states that the Liturgical Color for Palm 

Sunday is purple.  In order for the Church to remain consistent in her presentation and celebration of this day, 

red is no longer an option and is not permitted in the Palm Sunday procession, nor the celebration of Holy 

Mass, nor the paraments.  Updated Mass Propers will be available to all priests to reflect the Ordo. 

Good Friday ï The Ordo of the Polish National Catholic Church as well as all existent Mass Propers states 

that the Liturgical Color for Good Friday is black.  While there is a prescription that white may be a substitute 

for all liturgical colors in an ñemergencyò, this would be highly inappropriate to do on Good Friday and is for-

bidden.  Parishes should have a black chasuble with black stole for the Good Friday Solemn Liturgy of our 

Lordôs Passion and Death.  A black stole should be worn with the cassock & surplice at any other liturgies cel-

ebrated this day.  

Holy Communion ï The distribution of the Holy Eucharist to the faithful, Holy Communion, is the crescendo 

of worship for Catholic Christians.  The Polish National Catholic Church requires distribution by intinction 

onto the recipientôs tongue.  While there are existent directives for those who can only receive Holy Commun-

ion under one species (Body or Blood), in no way are clergy permitted to distribute into the hands of the faith-

ful.   

For all Liturgies of the Church the current Ordo must be followed and any questions are to be brought to the 

Office of the Prime Bishop.  
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Union of Scranton Bishopsô Meeting 

Scranton, PA 

The Union of Scranton International Catholic Bishops' Conference (ICBC) conducted their annual meeting at 

the National Church Center of the Polish National Catholic Church in Scranton, PA, on Monday, April 27, 

2026. 

Pictured are: Fr. Sr. Charles Zawistowski, Administrator of the Western Diocese of the P.N.C.C.; Bishop Ber-

nard Nowicki, Bishop Emeritus of the Central Diocese of the P.N.C.C.; Prime Bishop Anthony Mikovsky, 

Prime Bishop of the P.N.C.C. and Bishop of the Canadian and Central Dioceses of the P.N.C.C.; Bishop John 

Mack, Bishop of the Buffalo-Pittsburgh Diocese of the P.N.C.C.; Bishop Paul Sobiechowski, Bishop of the 

Eastern Diocese of the P.N.C.C.; and Fr. Sr. Robert Nemkovich, Ecumenical Officer of the P.N.C.C. 

Bishop Ottar Myrseth, Bishop of the Scandinavian Diocese of the Nordic Catholic Church (NCC) attends via 

Zoom. 
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Annual Supreme Council Meeting of the P.N.C.C. 

Scranton, PA 

The Supreme Council of the Polish National Catholic Church conducted its annual meeting at the Frank Bed-

nash Memorial Library in the National Church Center of the Polish National Catholic Church in Scranton, PA, 

on Tuesday, April 28 and Wednesday, April 29, 2026.. 

Pictured below are the Supreme Council Members who attended the meeting. 

Front: Rt. Rev. Bernard Nowicki; Rt. Rev. John Mack; Most Rev. Anthony Mikovsky; Rt. Rev. Paul 

Sobiechowski; Very Rev. Charles Zawistowski; 

Middle: Paul Gorgol; Christine Turner; Robert Giczkowski; Kathryn Nemkovich; Very Rev. Robert 

Nemkovich; Ronald DeLuca; Cathy Bilinski; Diane Cheek; 

Back: Laurel Curylo; Rev. Dr. Scott Lill; Very Rev. Marian Pociecha; Michael Mietlicki, council secretary; 

Raymond Pieczarka; Very Rev. Jaroslaw Nowak 
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Supreme Council Annual Meeting Minutes 
Scranton, PA 

Michael R Mietlicki, Secretary of the Supreme Council 

The Supreme Council convened in the Frank Bednash Library of the National Church Center in Scranton, 
Pennsylvania, on April 28 and April 29, 2026.   The Most Reverend Anthony Mikovsky, PhD, Prime Bishop, 
called the first session to order and welcomed the members. Bishop John Mack, Vice Chair of the Supreme 
Council, offered the opening prayer. 

The Secretary announced the following attendance: 

In Attendance: 

Most Rev Anthony A. Mikovsky PhD, Rt. Rev. John Mack, Rt. Rev. Paul Sobiechowski, Very Rev. Charles 
Zawistowski, Very Rev. Robert M. Nemkovich Jr., Very Rev. Jaroslaw Nowak, Very Rev. Marian Pociecha, 
Rev Scott Lill D. Min, Cathy A. Bilinski, Diane Cheek, Laurel Curylo, Ronald DeLuca, Robert T. Giczkow-
ski, Paul Gorgol, Michael R. Mietlicki, Kathryn Nemkovich, Raymond Pieczarka, Christine Turner. 

Absent: 

Very Rev Zbigniew Dawid 

Guests:  

Rt. Rev. Bernard Nowicki, DD 

It was reported that Joan Scheunaman, P.N.C.C. Treasurer, had resigned for medical reasons. Likewise, Bruce 
Kaniewski, the lay representative from the Western Diocese, also resigned. Prime Bishop Mikovsky offered 
the Oath of Office to Christine Turner, the new lay representative from the Western Diocese.      

Proposed Agenda 

The proposed agenda was modified to review the reports of the Youth Commission, the United National Youth 
Association and the Report of the Youth Chaplain at the same time.   

Meeting Minutes 

The minutes of the April 29 ï April 30, 2025, Annual Meeting and the October 2025 Email Request for Con-
currence were accepted as presented.  The Prime Bishop thanked the secretary for his work.  

Treasurerôs Report 

Due to the Treasurerôs resignation, the Supreme Council reviewed a limited financial report that included only 
a Schedule of Parish Receipts. The Prime Bishop outlined the challenges facing the Treasurerôs Office follow-
ing Joan Scheunamanôs departure. Volunteers are helping pay bills and reconcile the financial records. The 
Council approved a professional audit, recognizing that an audit is best practice during a transition of financial 
responsibilities. Once completed the audit report will be sent to the members of the Supreme Council.  The 
Prime Bishop also announced that his secretary, Julie Orzell, will retire within the year. Because technology 
has made the secretaryôs role more efficient, the Prime Bishop and Supreme Council will explore combining 
the secretary and treasurer responsibilities into one full-time position. 

Audit Report 

Since there was no financial report, an audit did not occur but will be performed professionally as soon as it 
can be scheduled.   

Investment Committee 

Prime Bishop Mikovsky offered a verbal report on the Churchôs investment that was approved by the Council. 
Medallion Wealth Management manages the Church's investments. The Prime Bishop meets with them at least 
twice a year.  Last year's results ranged from 9% to 12.5%.   

Future Direction 

The Prime Bishop reported that while Future Direction was more formal during Covid, some activities still oc-
cur.  He places weekly Liturgy of the Word videos on a dedicated YouTube channel. He also has been writing 
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monthly Future Direction articles for Godôs Field.  He announced that the National Mission and Evangelism 
Commission will be taking responsibility for some aspects of Future Direction going forward.  Father Senior 
Jaroslaw Nowak, Chair of the National Mission and Evangelism Commission, spoke on how Future Direction 
supports the expansion of the scope of mission and evangelism, that is, to ignite the spiritual life of members 
of the P.N.C.C.  The report was approved by the Council.  

The Clergy Hospitalization Insurance Plan 

The Supreme Council reviewed the report of Julie Orzell, Plan Administrator. The Clergy Hospitalization In-
surance Plan is and has been the single largest expense of the P.N.C.C. for two or three decades. It cost just 
under $292K last year. That includes support for a local Scranton health insurance plan. The Administratorôs 
Report was unanimously accepted by the Supreme Council. The Prime Bishop thanked Julie Orzell for her ex-
cellent work.  During the discussion, it was noted that many clergy insurance plans are sold as bundled pack-
ages that include items the Church does not cover, such as prescription, dental, and vision coverage. However, 
if a priest declines the bundle, the monthly premium is often higher. As a result, by selecting the bundle, the 
priest may lower costs for the parish and the Church but receives no reimbursement for the additional coverage 
because the plan does not reimburse prescription, dental, or vision insurance expenses. Medicare Advantage 
plans could save the plan money, but this type of insurance isnôt for everyone.   

Clergy Pension Fund 

The Supreme Council reviewed and approved the distributed report that included fund expenses and donations, 
most notable a donation of $25K for each of the past two years from the Eastern Diocese, a donation from the 
National Y.M.S. of R. Bowling Tournament and yearly donations from St. Maryôs Parish in South Bend, Indi-
ana. The ñHonor Your Fatherò on Fatherôs Day program also supports the fund but funding from this program 
has decreased in recent years. The Prime Bishop reported that there are seventy-six priests in the pension pro-
gram but not retired and that there are fifty-six priests and widows of priests receiving pensions.   For the short 
term, the pension fund is sound.  There is a concern regarding the long-term viability of the fund since for the 
past twenty years parishes donôt support the fund. There are only a few parishes that support it very well. The 
pension fund should be funded every year at the rate of $250K.  It has been many years since the pension ben-
efit was increased. The current rule is you must serve as a pastor for twenty consecutive years and reach the 
age of seventy to receive the full pension benefit.  Discussion focused on determining what it would cost to 
increase the benefits under the program.  Historically, the current rules for the pension fund were established 
by the committee in the Western Diocese that managed the fund. There was a time when an annuity was pur-
chased for a priest at retirement. So, the Supreme Council or a committee it delegates could change the pen-
sion rules and decide a process to fund the program for the long term.  A Supreme Council subcommittee was 
charged with doing research into the cost of adding benefits to the plan. The Prime Bishop was thanked for his 
work overseeing the fund.  

Godôs Field 

The Supreme Council reviewed and accepted the report of the Editor, Julie Orzell, which included income, ex-
penses and subscriptions. The Prime Bishop praised Julie's work as Editor and encouraged parishes to submit 
articles to Godôs Field to highlight their events. Most parish articles are sourced from social media.  

Savonarola Theological Seminary 

A prepared report was not received from the Vice Rector. The Prime Bishop offered a verbal report. Over 
$200K was spent on extensive improvements at Savonarola Seminary. There are currently four deacons at 
Savonarola with two new students expected in September. There are several priests from other denominations 
interested in being incardinated into our Church. The Council approved the Prime Bishopôs report.  

Sp·jnia, Inc. 

The Supreme Council reviewed the report presented by the Prime Bishop, President of Sp·jnia, Inc. The report 
detailed the roles of the board members and staff, campus operations, projects, short- and long-term planning 
and progress on the articles of incorporation. Prime Bishop summarized his report by stating things at the 
Sp·jnia Campus are running very smoothly. The board is currently identifying the location of a basketball 
court that will be financed from the estate of the late William Krajewski.  It is planned to build a chapel on the 
site since the campus lost its chapel with the sale of the manor building.  Updated Articles of Incorporation are 

(Continued on Page 10.) 
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still with the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. Because the Supreme Council accepted the authority to approve 
Sp·jnia Inc Board members, the Prime Bishop nominated and the Council approved the following Sp·jnia, Inc. 
Board: Paul Gorgol, Andrew Humphreys, Adam Konicki, Michael R. Mietlicki, Stacey Shrive, and Mari Jane 
Stankowski. These appointments will take place as soon as the Articles of Incorporation are approved by Penn-
sylvania. The Prime Bishop is a member of the board ex officio. The Council approved the Sp·jnia, Inc. Re-
port.  

National Church Center 

The Supreme Council reviewed and approved the report of the Building Manager, John Andrzejewski, that in-
cluded current occupancies, tenants, income and expenses and current and planned capital improvement pro-
jects. The Prime Bishop reported $70K was invested in roof repairs during the past year.  Currently, one third 
of the building is not being rented.  The National Church Center was recently reassessed by the City of Scran-
ton to be worth 6.2 million dollars. The Council decided to take another look at the use of the building and a 
subcommittee was charged to do that research.  There is currently just above $800K due on the mortgage of the 
NCC. 

P.N.C.C. Website 

The Supreme Council reviewed and approved Fred Aebli's report, Chairperson of the Website Commission, 
which included the P.N.C.C. Website, website analytics, social media summary, and recommendations to in-
crease and improve visitor engagement, including the funding of a part-time communications role and the in-
corporation of an AI Chatbot.  

The Residence of the Prime Bishop 

The Prime Bishop reported that progress on the few projects approved last year will begin shortly.  He is await-
ing a bid for a new roof.  An asphalt shingle and a metal roof will be considered. It is the original roof and has 
been on the house since 1967. A project to reset the front steps to the home will also begin once the weather 
breaks. Some doors will also be replaced.  

The Report of the Prime Bishop 

The Supreme Council reviewed the Prime Bishop's Report, which included his calendar, spiritual and adminis-
trative activities, ordinations, ecumenical efforts, gratitude to his wife and staff, updates on national events, 
regular meetings with bishops, national organizations, diocesan responsibilities, national commission work, 
Sp·jnia Inc. Savonarola Theological Seminary, Sp·jnia Credit Union, National Diaconate and Seminary Insti-
tute, Union of Scranton, ecumenical dialogs, the passing of clergy and estates left to the P.N.C.C.  Highlighting 
his report, the Prime Bishop thanked the bishops who support him in his work, commission members and their 
chairmen, and especially his wife Carol, for her never ending support and love.   He reported he serves the 
Western Diocese when necessary. He celebrated the Chrism Mass, ordination of deacons and some confirma-
tions. Father Senior Zawistowski and other seniors perform most of the confirmations under extraordinary cir-
cumstances. He also reported that any Polish National Catholic can join the Sp·jnia Credit Union. You donôt 
have to be a PNA member. Members of the Polish National Catholic Church who wish to join the Sp·jnia 
Credit Union should call the credit union at 570-344-1513 or 800-724-6352 for assistance.  He also announced 
that three $5K scholarships were awarded from the Zabierek Scholarship Fund.  The Supreme Council accept-
ed the report of the Prime Bishop and thanked him for his work and dedication. 

(Supreme Council Annual Meeting Minutes - Continued from Page 9.) 
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XXV Scholarsô Conference  

The Polish National Catholic Church 

History and Archives Commission 

April 18, 2026 

The 25th Scholarsô Conference of the Polish National Catholic Church, held on April 18, 2026, marked an im-

portant milestone in the ongoing scholarly and spiritual life of the Church. Hosted by the Savonarola Theologi-

cal Seminary and Institute in collaboration with the P.N.C.C. History and Archives Commission, the confer-

ence brought together clergy, scholars, and faithful from across the country via Zoom for a day that was both 

intellectually enriching and deeply rooted in faith. 

The gathering opened with a welcome from the History and Archives Commission, offered by Reverend John 

Cramer, who served as moderator. This was followed by greetings and prayer from Prime Bishop Anthony 

Mikovsky, whose words set a tone of gratitude and purpose. His opening reminded participants that the work 

of scholarship within the Church is always connected to its broader missionðto proclaim Christ and serve His 

people. 

The morning sessions highlighted the breadth and richness of P.N.C.C. history and inquiry. Robert Hicker pre-

sented an engaging study on the formation of Polish Catholic communities in Washington State, tracing their 

development from logging camps to established parishes. Deacon Mark Koscinski, D. Lit., D.Min., followed 

with a thoughtful exploration of how statistical analysis can serve as a practical tool for understanding and 

strengthening the Churchôs pastoral mission. Gavin Moulton then offered a historically grounded examination 

of clerical authority and conflict in late 19th-century Chicago, focusing on Holy Trinity Parish and Rev. Win-

centy BarzyŒski, C.R. 

Midday presentations broadened both the scope and relevance of the conference. Rev. Dr. Adam Piekarzewski 

explored ñThe Anatomy of Loneliness,ò bringing together psychological insight and spiritual theology to ad-

dress a significant contemporary concern, while also introducing his recent work on the topic. This was fol-

lowed by reflections from the 2026 Union of Scranton Theological Conference in Mainz, Germany, presented 

by Bishop Mikovsky and Very Rev. Robert M. Nemkovich. Their presentation offered valuable insight into 

the development of liturgy within the P.N.C.C., particularly considering its Old Catholic heritage. 

The afternoon session continued with a presentation by Reverend James Ploskonka, offering an ethnographic 

and sociocultural analysis of early 20th-century P.N.C.C. parish photography through the 25th anniversary ju-

bilee book, ñPo Drodzie ŧycia,ò compiled by Prime Bishop Hodur. This work highlighted how visual culture 

preserves and communicates the lived experience and identity of the Church. 

A panel discussion, facilitated by Rev. Jim Konicki, brought an added level of engagement to the day. Cen-

tered on Old Catholicism and the integration of the Twelve Steps with the Early Church Fathers, the session 

featured contributions from Rev. Mr. David Dudzinski and Rev. Mr. Todd Godwin, Ph.D. The discussion en-

couraged meaningful dialogue, connecting historical theology with contemporary pastoral practice. 

The conference concluded with reflections from Very Rev. Charles Zawistowski, who thoughtfully connected 

the Churchôs rich historical legacy with its present vitality and future direction. His closing remarks expressed 

gratitude for the contributions of the presenters while also emphasizing a continued commitment to serving 

Jesus Christ through both scholarship and ministry. 

As participants look ahead to the forthcoming publication of P.N.C.C. Studies Volumes 21 and 22, the 25th 

Scholarsô Conference stands as a clear testament to the strength and importance of P.N.C.C. scholarship. It was 

a day not only of learning, but of shared purposeðaffirming that the study of the Churchôs history and theolo-

gy continues to play a vital role in shaping its future. 
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XXVII General Synod Polish National Catholic Church 
September 28-30, 2026 

Information Sheet 
Venue 

The XXVII General Synod of the Polish National Catholic Church will be held from Monday, September 28th 
through Wednesday, September 30th 2026 at the Double Tree Hotel & Conference Center 700 Elm Street, 
Manchester, NH 03101.  Ph: 603-625-1000  Accommodations for all delegates and guests as well as all 
synod sessions will be held at this site.  Holy Mass will be celebrated at Holy Trinity Cathedral, 166 Pearl 
Street, Manchester, NH 03104 (see information below). 

Hotel Reservations 
- All delegates must make their own room reservations and arrange payment directly with the hotel by 
using the following website: 

- Booking website: https//book.passkey.com/e/51132915 
- All reservations must be made through this website.  Do not call the hotel. 
- Room rates $165.00 + 8.5% occupancy tax per night (Double Queen or Deluxe King). 
- Rooms are available at this rate from Saturday, September 26th through Wednesday, September 30th, 
2026.  This will allow for early or extended stays if needed. 

- Reservations must be made no later than August 15, 2026. 

Parking 
Garage parking: $15.00 per day / 24 hours. 

Transportation 
Free Hotel Shuttle Service is available from Manchester ï Boston Regional Airport.  Call 603-625-1000 ext. 0.  
Make sure you get on the shuttle for the Manchester location and not the Nashua location. 

Mandates 
Mandates will soon be available within each Diocese.  All Synod Delegates must have a mandate to be seated 
for voting.  Parishes must request Mandates from the Office of their Diocesan Bishop.  Mandates will only be 
sent to each parish for the count of their paid membership on the rolls of the Church.  Clergy will receive their 
Mandates directly from their Diocesan Bishop.  The Supreme Council members and National Organizations 
will receive their Mandates from the Office of the Prime Bishop. 

Synod Schedule 
- Synod registration will be held outside the conference center from 4:00 p.m. ï 9:00 p.m. on Sunday 
evening and from 7:00 a.m. ï 9:00 a.m. on Monday morning. 

- The Synod will begin on Monday, September 28th with breakfast at 7:00 a.m.  The Synod will con-
vene promptly at 8:30 a.m. 

- The Synod Mass will be held at 6:00 p.m. on Sunday at Holy Trinity Cathedral.  (Bus transportation 
will be provided.)  Please do not drive as there is only street parking available. 

- Refreshments will follow the Mass at the Cathedral. 

Registration Forms 
- A registration form must be filled out by each individual delegate and / or guest and sent along with 
the $725.00 registration fee NO LATER THAN 8/15/2026. 

- Please make checks payable to: Eastern Diocese P.N.C.C., noting 2026 General Synod in the lower 
left corner, and mail Check and Registration Form to: Holy Trinity Cathedral 

        166 Pearl Street 
       Manchester, NH 03104 

Electronic Voting (Web Based) 
- All voting at the Synod will be made via a web link. 
- All delegates will need to have a smart phone, iPad, or laptop to access the web site to vote.  It is sug-
gested that delegates bring a small extension cord if their electronic device will not stay powered up 
all day. 

Questions 
If you have any further questions, please contact Ray Pieczarka, Chairman - raypieczarka@gmail.com 
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A Faithful Servant Completes His Watch: 
Chaplain (LTC) Stan Jasiurkowski Retires After 23 Years 

of Distinguished Military Service 

 The Polish National Catholic Church rejoices in the faithful service of one of its own sons, Rev. Dr. Stan 

Jasiurkowski, who, after 23 years as a United States Army Chaplain, has concluded his active-duty ministry. 

Chaplain (LTC) Jasiurkowski officially retired from active duty on 1 April 2026. His retirement ceremony, 

held on 21 March 2026 at Fort Bragg, North Carolina, marked the culmination of a remarkable career dedicat-

ed to the spiritual care of Soldiers, their families, and the broader military community. 

A priest of the Central Diocese of the Polish National Catholic Church, Chaplain Jasiurkowski, brought the 

compassionate spirit of our Churchôs democratic and collaborative tradition into uniform. Throughout his ser-

vice, he served in numerous assignments, rising to the rank of lieutenant colonel and culminating as Chief of 

the Department of Ministry and Pastoral Care at Womack Army Medical Center, Fort Bragg, N.C. A theologi-

an and psychologist by training (holding a D.Min., MS, and MTh, and board-certified chaplain), he specialized 

in clinical pastoral ministry with particular expertise in posttraumatic stress disorder, suicidality, and the pro-

tective role of religion and spirituality in the lives of those who serve. His ministry extended far beyond the 

chapel walls: he preached, celebrated the Eucharist, administered sacraments, led regular Bible studies, offered 

pastoral counseling, conducted specialized training on spiritual resilience for medical professionals and care-

givers, and walked with Soldiers and families through the joys and burdens of military lifeðincluding organ-

izing community events, marriage and family enrichment retreats.  

Chaplain Jasiurkowski deployed on multiple combat tours, including service in Iraq and Afghanistan. His hu-

manitarian efforts during deploymentðmost notably initiatives that directly benefited hundreds of children in 

theaterðearned him recognition, including the Legion of Honor Humanitarian Award presented by The Chap-

el of Four Chaplains in 2023. Whether counseling families, teaching spiritual resiliency, or simply being a visi-

ble sign of Godôs presence amid the demands of military service, he embodied the chaplainôs dual vocation: 

Soldier and shepherd. 

The retirement ceremony itself was a moving testament to lives touched and a ministry well lived. Presided 

over by Chaplain (BG) Bob Pleczkowski, a retired Deputy Chief of Chaplains and Senior Priest of the Polish 

National Catholic Church, the event brought together family, lifelong friends, and coworkers who have sup-

ported and been supported by Chaplain Jasiurkowski and his wife, Bogumila. In a special moment of gratitude, 

Chaplain Pleczkowski presented Mrs. Bogumila Jasiurkowski with a Certificate of Appreciation from the Ar-

my Chief of Staff and the Chief of Chaplains, recognizing her steadfast partnership and sacrifice throughout 

her husbandôs long career. 

Bogumila Jasiurkowski (center) with her husband, Rev. Dr. Stan (left), receives a certificate of Appreciation from Chaplain 

(BG) Bob Pleczkowski (right). 
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Chaplain Jasiurkowski Receives the American Flag 

Chaplain Jasiurkowski (left) receives his Certificate of Retirement from Chaplain Pleczkowski 

Chaplain Jasiurkowski was presented with his Certificate of Retirement, a personal Letter of Appreciation 

from the President of the United States, Donald J. Trump, Certificates of Appreciation from the Army Chief of 

Staff and the Chief of Chaplains, and the United States flag that had flown over his final assignment. He was 

surrounded by his loving familyðincluding his son Chris, daughter-in-law Kristen, and three grandchildren, 

Madyson, Olivia, and Dominikðalong with lifelong friends. Very Rev. and Mrs. Marian Pociecha, Rev. and 

Mrs. Andrew Koterba and coworkers, making the occasion not merely an official farewell but a heartfelt send-

off from a grateful Army and a proud Church. 

As Chaplain (LTC) Jasiurkowski transitions to civilian life, his example reminds us that true ministry knows 

no bordersðwhether on the battlefield, in the hospital corridor, in the military units, or in the parish pew. May 

God grant him, his beloved Bogusia, and their entire family many years of continued service in the vineyard of 

the Lord, now in new and fruitful ways. 
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The ALPHA and OMEGA 
Rev. Jim Konicki, National Vocations Director 

We offer you the Savonarola Theological Seminary Newsletter for May 2026 focused on the Alpha and Ome-
ga, the Beginning and the End. 

The book of Revelation tells us from its first chapter that God, Father, Son, and Spirit are the Eternal, the be-
ginning and the end of all things. Scripture uses the term Alpha and Omega, technically the first and last letters 
of the Greek alphabet to represent beginning and end. 

Revelation 1:8 tells us: 

ñI am the Alpha and the Omega,ò says the Lord God, who is and who was and who is to come, the Al-
mighty. (NRSV-CE) 

The same phrase is repeated in Revelation 21:6, and 22:13 

Then He said to me, ñIt is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the 
thirsty I will give water as a gift from the spring of the water of life. (Rev. 21:6 NRSV-CE) 

ñSee, I am coming soon; My reward is with Me, to repay according to everyoneôs work. I am the Alpha 
and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end.ò (Rev. 22:12-13 NRSV-CE) 

All these phases are primarily concerned with reassurance. We have many things that face us between the be-
ginning and end. We have corners we have yet to turn in our human conception of time and place, yet God sur-
passes it all for He has been, is, and will be. 

We often look at Revelation as doom predicting scripture. What it truly concerns is a call to faithfulness and 
the persistence of God throughout all things, in the in-between times. The idea of doom comes from the very 
fact that our call to live faithfully is something we can easily fall short of. It is a reminder that lukewarmness, 
taking shortcuts, is something God cannot tolerate (cf. Revelation 3:16).  As God has a passion for us, we are 
called to a passion and faithfulness for Him and His way. 

Godôs revelation as the First and Last is originally found in Isaiah. 

Thus says the Lord, the King of Israel, 
    and His Redeemer, the Lord of hosts: 
I am the first and I am the last; 
    besides Me there is no god. 
Who is like Me? Let them proclaim it, 
    let them declare and set it forth before Me. 
Who has announced from of old the things to come? 
    Let them tell us what is yet to be. 
Do not fear, or be afraid; 
    have I not told you from of old and declared it? 
    You are My witnesses! 
Is there any god besides Me? 
    There is no other rock; I know not one. (Isaiah 44:6-8 NRSV-CE) 
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What a powerful statement. God, Who is all and knows all, Who is above all things, has sent us His Son as Re-
deemer, to ransom us from our failures and to call us to renewed faithfulness. We are His witnesses and we can 
rest in the strength of Him Who is our rock right now, in our time and space. We can turn from error and return 
to faithfulness. 

As we proceed into summer and our recently ordained deacons take up new assignments throughout the 
Church let us recall that every moment with God is a beginning and a chance to take up anew faithfulness to 
His call. For those entering the seminary this coming Fall and Winter, prepare for a new beginning, a journey 
of formation that will properly prepare you for entry into ministry.  For those preparing for incardination 
through appropriate formation, understand this new beginning in your ministerial life is a special moment of 
renewal. 

Over the past nine months we have been had blessed encounters with many who seek to faithfully and properly 
serve within the Holy Church. Each is new (notice the emphasis on the word new and synonyms for newness) 
and beautiful. Pray for all of these, Godôs servants, as they open the door, accepting Godôs will in their lives. 
Welcome them into your parishes and ministries and hear God speak: 

And the One Who was seated on the throne said, ñSee, I am making all things new.ò Also He said, 
ñWrite this, for these words are trustworthy and true.ò (Revelation 21:5 NRSV-CE) 

Men, are you ready to accept what God is doing? Will you allow Him to make all things new, particularly our-
selves? If you are, please reach out to me at 518-522-0944 or rev.konicki@savonarola.net. 

Please continue to pray for vocations and for those who are being so generous in supporting the Seminary and 
for our Seminarians.  

We have established a prayer line for the seminary. Send your prayer requests by E-mail to 
prayer@savonarola.net.  

We also established a Seminary website at https://www.savonarola.net, and a Seminary Instagram 
channel at https://www.instagram.com/savonarola1914/. Check them out. 

If you can, please provide support to the Seminary Fund. Faithful P.N.C.C. memberôs support is vital to keep-
ing the lights on and the seminariansô educational needs met. Donations can be sent to The Savonarola Theo-
logical Seminary Fund, c/o The Office of the Prime Bishop, 1006 Pittston Ave., Scranton, PA 18505-4109. 
God bless your generosity! 

Alpha and Omega: The End of Another Year at Seminary 
Rev. Mr. Joel Smith 

In the book of Revelation, Christ identifies himself "the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the begin-
ning and the end" (22:13). This isnôt just about starting and finishing; it reflects Christ's complete sovereignty 
over all of history and meaning. As I think about my past semester at seminary and look forward to the sum-
mer, I find myself reflecting on this image ð not as abstract theology, but as a real, lived experience of begin-
nings and endings, of closure and new beginnings. My past semester involved deep engagement with Scripture, 
Liturgy, and pastoral formation. The courses challenged my assumptions, strengthened my faith, and often left 
me with more questions than answers. But through those challenges (some much deeper and harder than oth-
ers), I realized something important: the Alpha and Omega isnôt just a doctrine to learn, but a presence to trust. 
That semester taught me that theological education isnôt mainly about building perfect systems but about being 
shaped/formed by encounters with the God who goes beyond all our categories. As the semester ends and sum-
mer begins, I feel both a sense of closure and a sense of new beginnings. The routine of classes and deadlines 
wraps up, but a fresh season of growth starts. Whether through my time in parish work, my personal studies, 
ministry, or spiritual guidance, summer provides space to process what I've learned and to further explore my 
calling. The Alpha and Omega remind me that both seasons are under Christ's careðthe busy semester and the 
open summer are both within his lordship. This image also humbles me. If Christ truly is the beginning and 
end of all things, then my small efforts in faithful ministry, my questions, and my growth are all part of a much 
bigger story. I don't need to fear the unknowns ahead because the One who declared Himself complete before 
time began is with me in every moment. As I look ahead to summer and beyond, I carry the confidence that 
Christ's authority extends from my struggles last semester to whatever's comingðand goes even beyond that 

(Continued on Page 18.) 
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The Beginning and the End 
Rev. Mr. Jon Johnson 

ñSee, I am coming soon; my reward is with me, to repay according to everyoneôs work.  I am the Alpha and 
the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end.ò Revelation 22:12-13 

These words of Our Lord to St. John in his Revelations, are from the last book of the Bible in the last chapter.  
They are a reminder delivered to John for Christôs Church.  You will be rewarded according to your work.  
What effort you put into it, is what you will get out of it. This is a good reminder to myself and my classmates 
in the Seminary as we approach the end of this semester of classes and enter into our summer assignments, 
which in a way are an ñinternshipò in our service to Christôs Holy Church.  The reward will be according to 
our work. 

As I reflect on this past year of classes, I have learned much, and much more that I could of anticipated.  I will 
not sugarcoat it, it was a struggle for me.  As I continue to try to work full time in my I.T. Analyst job and bal-
ance all the other things in life, mowing lawns, shoveling snow, tons of homework, the responsibilities I had in 
the parish yet in McAdoo and all the driving back and forth to Scranton, I get tired just thinking about it.   

There was also the time I was able to spend with my mother, caring for her in her illness, and it was very hard 
to lose her, but God in his goodness strengthened me and brought me closer to him.   Despite all these chal-
lenges, I can see the fruit it has produced, and I am thankful for the challenges and the ongoing formation Iôve 
received.  Funny how when you start out thinking you pretty much know everything and find out in the end 
that every day you learn something new. 

Iôm excited that I will be going to the Eastern Diocese this Summer and continuing my education by serving in 
parishes throughout the Diocese.  I look forward to meeting many new people and getting more hands-on pas-
toral experience.  I am grateful to Bishop Paul for giving me the opportunity to assist in the Diocese there and 
I so appreciate everyoneôs hospitality.  I do have to admit, I am a bit scared, so DO continue to pray for me. 

I am the Alpha and the Omega! 
Rev. Mr. David Dudzinski  

The title ñAlpha and Omegaò in the Book of Revelation reminds me that Christ is the beginning and the end of 
everything. Looking back on this past semester, I can see more clearly that my vocation didnôt start with með
it started with Christ calling me. 

As I look ahead to the summer, Iôm reminded that He is also the end Iôm moving toward. God willing, that 
path leads to the priesthood in the P.N.C.C., but more importantly, it leads to a life centered on serving Him 
and His people. This summer isnôt a break from that journeyðitôs part of it. Christ remains the one guiding 
me, from beginning to end. 

Our Becoming 
Rev. Mr. Todd Godwin  

For this monthôs edition of Godôs Field, we seminarians were asked to write about the references to Christ be-
ing the Alpha and Omega, as seen in the Book of Revelation, and as it pertains to our spiritual development 
over the last year and plans for the summer. Oh boy. This is no small task. One could spend twenty pages 
alone on teasing out what this means in Scripture and the in the Church Fathers; and another twenty pages on 
how it relates to my recent development and summer plans.  I have decided to keep this simple (or at least as 
simple as I can).  

In Revelation we read: ñÌ am the Alpha and Omegaô says the Lord Godðthe one who is, and who was and is 
still to comeðthe All Powerfulò (Rev 1:8). Other than the Protestant worship song by Kari Jobe (which was 
all over Contemporary Christian Radio ten years ago in which this is a central lyric),  coming immediately to 
mind (itôs actually very good, you should check it out), I am also immediately reminded of Paulôs letter to the 
Colossians (15-22), where he writes:  

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. For in Him were created all things in heaven 
and on earth, the visible and the invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers; all things 
were created through him and for him. He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together. He is the 

(The Savonarola Theological Seminary Newsletter - Continued from Page 17.) 
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head of the body, the Church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all things he himself 
might be preeminent. For in Him all the fullness was pleased to dwell, and through Him to reconcile all things 
for him, making peace by the blood of his cross. 

Saint Paul is, in my mind, after the Blessed Theotokos, the most profound Christian to have ever lived.  And 
this is vintage Paul.  Maximus the Confessor is, in my mind at least, one of the top ten Church Fathers. What 
would he say?  For Maximus, Christ is both the origin and the goal of creation. The eternal Jesus Christ is the 
Logos, the one through whom all things were created and the one toward whom all things are moving. Creation 
is not random; everything has its own logos (its inner principle, meaning, or divine rationale) in Christ. There 
are little pieces of the Logos (which Maximus called logoi), working themselves out in space and time and in 
creation; and this process is our theosis, our becoming like God, where we restore the Divine Image. We do 
this not by nature (for that is reserved for Christ alone), but by Grace. This occurs as we yield our lives to 
Grace, and synergistically cooperate with it (no easy task, but we do it with prayer, fasting, and hard work). 
We cooperate with what is real.  This is not in our heads only.  It is objective and subjective, spiritual and ma-
terial, all at the same time.  

I have lived in Japan off and on since the late 1990s. In my most recent stint of living there, in the countryside 
of Nagasaki prefecture, I worked a job as a gardener, hotel concierge/manager, and as a coordinator of (mostly 
international but some Japanese too) traveler volunteers. This involved, among other things, running and build-
ing a vegetable garden outside the hotel, which was a house built in early modern Japanese style by a famous 
architect. He and the house were a national treasure, as he survived World War 2 and resurrected architectural 
tradition in the wake of the war. His name is Takekuni Ikeda, and lived until 98 and passed away only recently.  

The house had a thatched roof that only a master craftsman could repair and was built and assembled without a 
single nailðtongue and groove assemblage construction only.  I learned a combination of hospitality and gar-
dening through this job, and that is miraculously being recreated behind Savonarola Theological Seminary in 
our community garden project called Seeds of Faith Garden. I was never trained formally in gardening or agri-
culture, but my informal, hands-on training has always come about in a collective manner in which people, 
synergistically, come together. We started planting last year a bit late. But this year, we got started early. We 
stared seedlings in the basement six weeks ago. I learned new techniques for doing this from a key, local vol-
unteer, and people at St Stanislaus parish have contributed ideas and building materials. Fr Jim Konicki bought 
us a beautiful vinyl sign, professionally printed, which says ñSeeds of Faith Garden: A Project of Savonarola 
Theological Seminary; growing Spaces Available; inquire within. We have a beautiful statue of the Virgen of 
Guadalupe (in a nod to the local Hispanic community) which we are going to bless and place at the top of the 
garden in a formal ceremony conducted by Prime Bishop Anthony. We are also planning a garden party and 
concert in order to promote the garden.  

The Logos works itself out in creation. This is our theosis/salvation. It is the process of our individual logoi 
coming to fruition in space and time.  For me this summer will be devoted to growing and expanding the gar-
den project and using social media to pull interested people into the project.  I will also be practicing the Tradi-
tional Rite of the Mass this summer, and celebrating the Deacon Service in some local parishes and polishing 
my diaconal skills by preaching and celebrating the service to the best of my ability.  Deacon Dave and I also 
plan on honing and expanding our social media skills to promote the seminary and the PNCCs Old Catholic 
and National Catholic understanding of the Catholic tradition. The Oriental and Eastern Orthodox, along with 
traditionally minded Roman Catholics, are all growing through their use of social media across the United 
States, and as our Western culture becomes increasingly fragmented, individualistic, and materialistic. There is 
no reason traditional Old Catholics cannot get into the game. I am planning on starting a new Substack publi-
cation called: Orthodox Old Catholicism: Catholicism without Ultramontanism; Orthodoxy without Provincial-
ism. You can see the direction I am going in with this title and subtitle.  

In the Gospel of John, Jesus says: ñthere are four months and then comes the harvest. I tell you, look up and 
see that the fields are already white (ripe) for harvest.ò  Jesus, the Logos, could see things before they happen.  
Maybe he used the word white instead of ripe because he saw things in their manifest glory rather than their 
potential glory as we might. He could see the end in the beginning. Itôs early spring now in 2026. I have four 
months off from seminary studies. Itôs time to cultivate the seeds the God has planted in my life, some of 
which I have mentioned here, and to begin with the end in mind, and see as Jesus sees. Pray for us. We pray 
for you. And come join the work. We would love to have you in any way you see yourself fitting in. 
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What Does Pentecost Mean for You? 

Cathy Andersen 

Pentecost Sunday, which falls on the 50th day following the Resurrection of our Lord, ends the period of 
Eastertide and is one of the principal celebrations in the liturgical life of the Church.  It marks the day on 
which the Holy Spirit descended upon the Apostles.  Pentecost is the official birth of the Church, transitioning 
from Jesus Christôs early ministry to the ministry of the Church through the Holy Spirit.  

As we celebrate Pentecost, we are reminded that in the Sacrament of Baptism, we first received the Holy 
Spirit.  This Sacrament marks the indwelling of the Trinity (God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy 
Spirit) to take away our sins, regenerate us to a new life of grace, unite us with God, and make us members of 
the Church.  In the Sacrament of Confirmation, we received the gifts of the Holy Spirit to strengthen us, to 
bring us to the fullness of the Holy Spirit, and to make us soldiers of Jesus Christ ready to profess our faith in 
word and deed.   

As you travel on your faith journey, you must allow the Holy Spirit to convict your heart.  With a dynamic and 
growing faith which is living and changing and maturing at all times, you will encounter and experience God 
in a myriad of ways in your daily life.  You must surrender yourself to God completely ï to His will, not 
yours; and to His timing, not yours.  In doing so, you find freedom in the Holy Spirit which is then manifested 
in a transformed life.  The Holy Spirit begins to shape your character and renew your mind.  You gain freedom 
from the power and dominion of sin pursuing a life of holiness instead.  You break the chains of past hurts, 
offenses and negative patterns that often hinder oneôs spiritual growth.  You begin walking consciously in obe-
dience to Godôs will.  You are empowered to pray effectively, boldly and courageously -- even when you may 
not know what to pray, the Holy Spirit will intercede on your behalf.  You experience Godôs love, grace, guid-
ance and mercy in a new and personal way. 

Modeling Jesus Christ and aligning with God strengthens the sevenfold gifts of the Holy Spirit  you received 
in the Sacrament of Confirmation - namely, wisdom, understanding, counsel, fortitude, knowledge, Godliness 
and fear of the Lord.  As you grow in intimacy with our Lord, the fruits of the Holy Spirit, which are love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control, will manifest themselves by tak-
ing root in your heart, mind, body and soul.   

Letôs look now at four aspects of the Holy Spirit ï the Person, the Presence, the Power and the Purpose of the 
Holy Spirit ï which will help you recognize Him and allow Him to work in and through you. 

The Person of the Holy Spirit.  ñWhen the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. 
And suddenly, a sound came from heaven like the rush of a mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they 
were sitting. And there appeared to them tongues as of fire, distributed and resting on each one of them. And 
they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.  
Now there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men from every nation under heaven. And at this sound 
the multitude came togetheréò   Acts 2:1-6 

The Holy Spirit is sometimes symbolized by a dove or flame of fire.  He is also commonly referred to as a 
ñwindò or ñbreathò.  Wind cannot be seen but its effects are felt.  Likewise, the Holy Spirit is known through 
His impact of stirring hearts, bringing transformation and creating new life.  He fills individuals and takes con-
trol of their actions, guiding them according to Godôs will.  The Holy Spirit revitalizes individuals during times 
of discouragement and provides strength when it is needed.  The Holy Spirit is distinctly a Person.  Specifical-
ly, the Holy Spirit is the third Person of the Holy Trinity.  He is our divine Companion.  He comes to us in the 
following ways, as  

Comforter ï ñPraise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the 
God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the 
comfort we ourselves receive from God.ò  2 Corinthians 1:3-4 

Counselor ï ñI will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; I will counsel you with my loving eye 
on you.ò Psalm 32:8 

Helper ï So we say with confidence, ñThe Lord is my helper, I will not be afraid.  What can mere mortals do to 
me?ò Hebrews 13:6 
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Intercessor ï ñIn the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness.  We do not know what we ought to pray 
for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us through wordless groans.ò Romans 8:26 

Advocate ï ñIf you love me, you will keep my commandments.  And I will ask the Father, and He will give you 
another Advocate, to be with you forever.  This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive because it 
neither sees Him nor knows Him.  You know Him because He abides with you, and He will be in you.ò  John 
14:15-17 

Strengthener ï ñI can do all this through Him who gives me strength.ò Philippians 4:13 

Standby ï ñGod is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble.ò Psalm 46:1 

The Presence of the Holy Spirit.  ñYou will fill me with joy in Your presence.ò  Psalm 16:11   

As Jesus Christ came down from God in human form, the Holy Spirit comes down from God in spirit.  Jesus 
Christ was present with the disciples as He lived amongst them.  The Holy Spirit is present with you as He 
dwells within you.  He is present in the Old Testament, and He is present in the New Testament.  He is present 
in eternity, and He is present in history.  He is present in humanity, and He is present in you as He dwells with-
in you.  You are never alone.  The Holy Spirit has a permanent presence in your life.  Long for a stronger faith 
so you can see the invisible, hear the inaudible, comprehend the incomprehensible.   

Learn to recognize His presence in your daily life ï as you come and go, as you sit down at a meal by yourself 
or with others, as you read Holy Scripture, as you receive the Holy Eucharist.  Feel the Holy Spiritôs presence 
as you are carried through the challenges of life whether they be illness, suffering, bereavement, adversity or 
shattered dreams.  Feel the Holy Spiritôs presence as you awaken to a new day refreshed by restful sleep.  Feel 
the Holy Spiritôs presence in the accomplishments and successes in your life.  Feel the Holy Spiritôs presence 
as you are compelled to share your faith with others, not knowing what to say but trusting the Holy Spirit to 
guide you.  Feel the Holy Spiritôs presence as you pray for others.  Feel the Holy Spiritôs presence as you sit 
quietly in His creation observing the clouds, stars and rainbows, the sun or moon, the beautiful grass and flow-
ers and budding trees, the mountaintops, the ocean waves, and all the beautiful animals that He creates.  Sit 
with confidence that the Holy Spirit is always with you and in you.   

The Power of the Holy Spirit.  ñYou will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you.ò  Acts 1:8 

You know the Holy Spirit dwells within you.  He is the fuel, if you will, or the power that enables you to live a 
Christian life.  You need to learn how to rely on His power.  The power of the Holy Spirit is transformative ï it 
is anticipated, it is needed, and it should be experienced.  To activate the transformative power of the Holy 
Spirit, He needs your full surrender, your obedience and your faith.  While you have invited the Holy Spirit to 
dwell within you, you must allow Him into all areas of your life ï the sensitive areas, the private areas, the sin-
ful areas, the areas that are cluttered with bitterness or resentment or unforgiveness.  He needs access to every 
nook and cranny, every dark recess, every memory, every ambition, every relationship, every attitude, every 
habit, every thought, every action in your life.  Take inventory of your life:  What areas have you surrendered 
already?  What areas are off limits to the Holy Spirit?  All areas of your life must be placed under His supreme 
authority so you can experience the full presence and power of the Holy Spirit. 

The Purpose of the Holy Spirit.  ñWe, who with unveiled faces all reflect the Lordôs glory, are being trans-
formed into His likeness with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.ò  2 Corin-
thians 3:18 

When the Holy Spirit dwells in you, He grows a yearning within you to live for a purpose greater than your-
self.   You are created in the image of God, with a capacity to know Him in a personal relationship, for the pur-
pose of bringing Him glory.  To transform your life so you may bring Him glory by reflecting His character, 
the Holy Spirit energizes you in your spiritual life.  He stimulates or grows your faith into maturity.  The Holy 
Spirit gives you an insatiable desire to grow in your faith and in your relationship with God ï to know, love, 
obey and serve Him.  The Holy Spirit also prompts you to love and serve others.    

ñBut when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truthò.  John 16:13  Another purpose 
of the Holy Spirit is to guide you allowing you to more easily glorify God in your life.  If your steadfast resolu-
tion in life is to glorify God, you will do so whether you are healthy or suffering illness, whether you travel the 
world or are housebound, whether you are monetarily wealthy or struggling to make ends meet, whether you 

(Continued on Page 22.) 
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are successful in your career or other areas of your life or whether you are facing challenges.  If you are com-
mitted to glorify God in all that you do, the Holy Spirit will guide you in doing so. 

ñDo not quench the Spiritò.  1 Thessalonians 5:19  Another purpose of the Holy Spirit is to set you on fire or 
to ignite you.  Your heart should be on fire for God, for Jesus Christ, and for Godôs Word so that you may glo-
rify God in all that you do.  You quench or stifle the Holy Spirit within you through sin, disobedience, neglect-
ing daily prayer, or rushing through Scripture reading.  You must maintain the fire by fanning the flame.  You 
can do this by intentionally establishing spiritual disciplines such as daily prayer, daily Bible reading, sharing 
the Gospel, obedience to Godôs laws, surrendering yourself to His authority, and trusting in Him.   

ñôCan I not do with you, O house of Israel, just as this potter has done?ô says the Lord. óJust like the clay in 
the potterôs hand, so are you in My hand, O house of Israel.ôò  Jeremiah 18:6  Another purpose of the Holy 
Spirit is to shape you.  The Holy Spirit is the Potter who uses everything that comes into your life, good and 
bad, to apply the pressure that forms you into the shape He desires.  You need to be open to the Potterôs touch 
so He can do His work within you.  If you resist, He may need to break you in order to reshape you into some-
thing more suitable and pleasing to Him thus transforming you from the ordinary into the extraordinary. 

ñThere are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit distributes them.   There are different kinds of service, 
but the same Lord.   There are different kinds of working, but in all of them and in everyone it is the same 
God at work.ò  1 Corinthians 12:4-6   The Holy Spirit also equips you with spiritual gifts but they are not 
yours to choose since their distribution is at the discretion of the Holy Spirit.  You must learn what your spir-
itual gifts are and use them to glorify God and serve others.  You must trust the Holy Spirit and say ñyesò 
when He prompts you to take on new or different endeavors, responsibilities or challenges.  Itôs a huge risk but 
once you learn to follow Him beyond your abilities and capabilities, your expertise and experience, your per-
sonality and preferences, your comfort and convenience, you will see firsthand how the Holy Spirit can really 
work in your life! 

I pray that this Pentecost might be different for you.  I hope you celebrate the birthday of the Church by re-
committing yourself to our One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Polish National Catholic Church.  May you 
completely surrender yourself to the Trinity ï God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit.  May you 
feel the indwelling of the Holy Spirit every day of your life ï the Person, the Presence, the Power and the Pur-
pose of the Holy Spirit as He energizes, guides, ignites, shapes and equips you to glorify God and serve others. 

(What Does Pentecost Mean for Your? - Continued from Page 21.) 

http://pncc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/PNCC1?ref_type=bookmark


 

Website of the P.N.C.C.:  PNCC.org  Official P.N.C.C. Facebook Page:  PNCC1 

 Volume 104, Issue No.5 23 

http://pncc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/PNCC1?ref_type=bookmark


24 Godôs Field ð May 2026 

Website of the P.N.C.C.:  PNCC.org  Official P.N.C.C. Facebook Page:  PNCC1 

http://pncc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/PNCC1?ref_type=bookmark


 

Website of the P.N.C.C.:  PNCC.org  Official P.N.C.C. Facebook Page:  PNCC1 

 Volume 104, Issue No.5 25 

http://pncc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/PNCC1?ref_type=bookmark


26 Godôs Field ð May 2026 

Website of the P.N.C.C.:  PNCC.org  Official P.N.C.C. Facebook Page:  PNCC1 

http://pncc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/PNCC1?ref_type=bookmark


 

Website of the P.N.C.C.:  PNCC.org  Official P.N.C.C. Facebook Page:  PNCC1 

 Volume 104, Issue No.5 27 

Central Diocese 

Palm Sunday Procession and Mass at Holy Mother of Sorrows Parish 

Dupont, PA 

Please enjoy the photos of the Palm Sunday Procession and Mass held at Holy Mother of Sorrows Parish in 
Dupont, PA.  This year was the first time that we had a real donkey for our procession around our church! 

Following Mass we held our annual Breakfast with the Bunny in our Parish Hall. 

Submitted by Very Rev. Zbigniew Dawid 
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