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Having now come through the Lenten season just 

behind us, we come to the moment of joy within the 

life of the Church.  We stand at the empty tomb to 

proclaim that Jesus lives.  Living in the entirety of 

the life of Jesus at every moment in our Christian 

faith, we knew that, even in the sadness of Lent, 

there was going to be a triumph, but still we canôt 

help but be joyful that the time of Resurrection is up-

on us.  We were certainly sad that our fallenness, our 

sins, had caused the death of our Lord, but we also 

know that He suffered all this for love of us, and 

even more so, in the Resurrection He has now of-

fered us renewed life because of His rising to life.   

On Easter Sunday morning we hear the Gospel read-

ing from Saint John regarding the first encounter of 

the disciples with the reality of the Resurrection. 

ñEarly on the first day of the week, while it was still 

dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and saw 

that the stone had been removed from the tomb.  So 

she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disci-

ple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, 

óThey have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we 

do not know where they have laid Him.ô  Then Peter 

and the other disciple set out and went toward the 

tomb.  The two were running together, but the other 

disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first.  He 

bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings 

lying there, but he did not go in.  Then Simon Peter 

came, following him, and went into the tomb.  He 

saw the linen wrappings lying there, and the cloth 

that had been on Jesusô head, not lying with the linen 

He is Risen, Indeed! 

Most Rev. Anthony Mikovsky, Prime Bishop 

(Continued on Page 3.) 

wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself.  Then the 

other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went 

in, and he saw and believed; for as yet they did not 

understand the scripture, that He must rise from the 

dead.ò (John 20:1-9) 

This Gospel reading for the day of the Resurrection, 

just gives us the beginnings of the encounters of the 

disciples with the Resurrection.  Over the seven Sun-

days of the Easter season, we will see many more 

encounters between the Risen Jesus and His follow-

ers.  But it begins with the testimony of the Apostle 

John, ñHe saw and believed.ò 

As we enter the Easter season and this time of joy 

within the Church, we remind ourselves that this is 

the place where we find ourselves as well.  Through-

out our life of faith, we have many places and situa-

tions in which we can encounter the Risen Jesus.  Je-

sus is certainly present to us each and every time we 

find ourselves within the church, for worship and for 

prayer.  This is especially true when we gather for the 

Eucharist, where the sacramental presence of the Ris-

en Christ is present upon our altars.  And even more 

so when we receive Jesus in Holy Communion.   

But these encounters also go far beyond this as well.  

We encounter Jesus in the work of building the King-

dom of God on earth.  Jesus told us, ñFor where two 

or three are gathered in My name, I am there among 

them.ò (Matthew 18:20)  We usually only think of 

this passage in the context of prayer and worship, but 

that is not what it says.  Jesus speaks these words 
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(He is Risen, Indeed! - Continued from Page 1.) 

when discussing the daily life of the Church, so while 

it is true for prayer and worship, it is also true for 

every action of the Church.  It is true for the Christian 

at every moment. 

As members of the Church in the Easter season, we 

are challenged to see the Risen Christ at every mo-

ment within, not only the life of the Church gathered 

together, but even with us individually as His follow-

ers.  The Risen Christ is with us when we are gath-

ered for meetings to plan our Christian fellowship 

and when we accomplish it.  He is with us when we 

gather to serve those around us in our own communi-

ties.  He is with us when we share our faith with oth-

ers, be it in catechetical studies, or in telling another 

person about the importance of Jesus within our own 

lives.  He is there when we gather as a part of our or-

ganizational life as well, in the Ladies Society for the 

Adoration of the Most Blessed Sacrament, the Young 

Menôs Society of Resurrection, the National United 

Youth Association or the National United Choirs.  

Everything that the Church does, and everything that 

we do as Christians, can be, should be and must be an 

encounter with the Risen Christ. 

But in order for us to see the reality of the Risen 

Christ among us, we must start as well with the proc-

lamation of the disciple that Jesus loved within the 

Resurrection Gospel, ñhe saw and believed.ò  But 

these words are not a revelation that came without 

preparation.   

The Apostle John, that one whom Jesus loved, was 

with our Lord throughout His entire ministry.  He 

was called at the beginning as one of the first apos-

tles.  He was there at the transfiguration with Peter 

and James.  He was there in the Garden of Gethsema-

ne when Jesus prayed and finally, he was there at the 

Cross with Mary the mother of Jesus.  We can also 

imagine that there were many more points of contact 

and teaching that are not recorded with the Gospels 

as well.  And then with all of this in the background, 

when He came to the empty tomb John was able to 

say, ñI saw and I believe.ò    

My brothers and sisters, we find ourselves in exactly 

the same place at the present time.  The ñone who 

Jesus lovesò is not just the Apostle John, but it is also 

each and every one of us.  We certainly know that 

Jesus went to the Cross, because He loved us.  We 

too have had the opportunity to be called by Jesus to 

follow Him in our daily lives.  We have heard His 

teaching and encountered His goodness.   

So during this Easter season let us be ones that truly 

have faith and proclaim that Jesus lives.  And we also 

must remind ourselves that when we say that we 

ñhave faith,ò it goes far beyond just holding it as a 

mental affirmation. It is so very much more.  In the 

context of Scripture, when we say we ñhave faithò it 

means that this is a reality that we arrange our whole 

lives around.  It becomes a part of every decision, 

every action, every moment. 

So, to my brother Bishops, to the Very Rev. and Rev. 

Fathers, the Deacons, and all of the faithful of the 

Polish National Catholic Church, as well as the Nor-

dic Catholic Church in Europe, I extend my blessings 

as we joyfully celebrate the Resurrection of our Lord 

and Savior Jesus Christ.  Allow your lives to pro-

claim a joyful ñalleluiaò during this Easter season.  

Allow the new life that Jesus has won for us to enter 

into every aspect of your lives.  Allow it to inform 

and penetrate your worship life, your family life, 

your parish life, every aspect of your life. 

Christ is Risen, He is Risen, Indeed.  Let us live our 

lives like the Apostle John who was the one who, 

ñsaw and believed.ò  Let us allow the Resurrected 

Life of Jesus to inform every aspect of our lives in 

Christ. 
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Ordination to the Diaconate 

St. Stanislaus Cathedral, Scranton, PA 

On March 19, 2026, the Solemnity of St. Joseph, Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the four men studying in 

Savonarola Theological Seminary were ordained to the Orders of Sub-deacon and Deacon within the Polish 

National Catholic Church at St. Stanislaus Cathedral in Scranton, PA.  The celebrant of Mass and the ordaining 

Bishop was Most Rev. Anthony Mikovsky, Prime Bishop and Rector of the Seminary. 

Following the Opening Prayer and before the Lessons, Cleric David Dudzinski, Cleric Todd Godwin, Cleric 

Jonathan Johnson and Cleric Joel Smith were called forward by the Archdeacon of the Mass, Fr. James Kon-

icki, to receive the Order of Subdeacon.  Although this Office is sometimes overlooked, it is an important tran-

sition during the progression in Holy Orders.  It is from this point forward that the candidates must be exclu-

sively oriented to the service of God.  At the beginning of the rite, the Prime Bishop instructs the candidates, 

ñConsider well the obligation which will come upon you from the moment you receive the ordination.  For as 

yet you are free and may, if you please, remain in the secular state.  However, if you accept the Order of Sub-

deacon, you will be obligated to serve God exclusively and with His help lead a chaste life and dedicate Your 

work continually in service to the Church.ò   

As the candidates step forward, they kneel before the Prime Bishop who reminds them of the role of the Sub-

deacon within the Church and then places in their hands the vessels that they will minister with at the altar.  

The Prime Bishop reminds them, ñThe duty of the Subdeacon is to prepare wine and water required for the Ho-

ly Sacrifice, to keep clean the vessels and articles used during Holy Mass.ò  Following this the Bishop places a 

chalice and paten within their hands and gives each candidate cruets filled with wine and water. 

Following a blessing, the new Subdeacons receive an amice, a white linen cloth which covers their heads and 

is a reminder of the helmet of salvation.  The Prime Bishop prays, ñReceive this head covering that symbolizes 

purity of speech.ò  The tunic, the specific garment of the Subdeacon, is placed upon them with the words, ñLet 

God clothe you with the garment of joy and gladness.ò As a last act, the Subdeacons are given the Book of 

Lessons, as this office is historically the one with authority to read the lessons during Holy Mass.   

With the Subdeacon Ordination complete, the newly Ordained Subdeacons read the First Lesson, the Respon-

sorial Psalm and the Second Lesson.  Mass then continues to the time before the Gospel and pauses for the Or-

dination to the Office of Deacon. 

The archdeacon, Fr. James Konicki, once again calls the candidates forward to receive the Office of Deacon.  

As this is the first of the Major Orders of the Church, the Prime Bishop asks if the candidates are worthy.  The 

Archdeacon replies, ñAs far as human frailty permits, I know and I attest that they are worthy.ò  Again, as this 

is first Major Order, the Prime Bishop also speaks to the congregation to question if anyone would present any-

thing against the candidates.  Hearing no one come forward, the Ordination proceeds. 

The Rite begins with an instruction to the candidates, ñThe duty of the Deacon is to assist during the celebra-

tion of Holy Mass, to baptize and to preach the Word of God.  Moreover, you are to be free from all allure-

ments of the flesh, and endeavor to set a good example for those to whom you preach the Word of God, so that 

you confirm by deeds that which you preach by word of mouth.ò   

Next comes the singing of the Litany of Saints while the candidates prostrate themselves before the altar.  The 

worshipping congregation calls upon the saints to join those assembled in prayer to almighty God for these 
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men to be ordained to the Major Order of Deacon. Many different categories of the saints are mentioned 

throughout the litany, as well as specific saints that hold some special meaning to the congregation of Saint 

Stanislaus Parish, to the Seminary, as well as to the individual students. 

Following a number of prayers and blessings, each candidate approaches the Prime Bishop who lays his hands 

on the head of the ordinand saying, ñReceive the Holy Spirit, so that you may be able to ward off evil and 

temptations.  Through our Lord Jesus Christ.ò  He then places the Deaconôs Stole on the shoulder and vests 

him with the Dalmatic, the distinctive garment of a Deacon.  The last action to is give the Book of Gospels 

saying, ñReceive the authority to read the Gospel of the Church of God for the intention of both the living and 

the dead.ò  Following one last blessing, one of the newly ordained Deacons reads the Gospel of the day. 

The Mass then continues as usual now with the new Deacons performing their ministry within the Holy Sacri-

fice.  During his homily, Prime Bishop Mikovsky spoke to the new Deacons about the importance of this of-

fice within their entire ministry.  Even though they are all planning to continue in their Seminary training to be 

ordained to the Priesthood, they are all still called to a ministry of service to God and His people, which is first 

given in the Ordination to Deacon. 

Following the Mass and many pictures being taken, a luncheon was served in St. Stanislaus Youth Center. 

Please continue to pray for the increase of vocations to the Diaconate and Priesthood, and in particular for the 

four newly ordained Deacons: Deacon David Dudzinski, Deacon Todd Godwin, Deacon Jonathan Johnson and 

Deacon Joel Smith. 

Deacon Ordination.  Prime Bishop Anthony Mikovsky (center), assisted by Fr. Sr. Robert Nemkovich, Jr. (left) and Fr. Jus-

tin Daviault (right) during the Ordination of Subdeacons (l-r): Subdeacon David Dudzinski, Subdeacon Todd Godwin, Sub-

deacon Jonathan Johnson and Subdeacon Joel Smith. 

(Continued on Page 6.) 

http://pncc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/PNCC1?ref_type=bookmark


6 Godôs Field ð April 2026 

Website of the P.N.C.C.:  PNCC.org  Official P.N.C.C. Facebook Page:  PNCC1 

Chanting of the Litany of the Saints during the Ordination to the Office of Deacon. 

Newly Ordained Deacons (l-r) Deacon Todd Godwin, Deacon Joel Smith, Deacon David Dudzinski and Deacon Jonathan 
Johnson. 

(Ordination to the Diaconate - Continued from Page 5.) 
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Clergy gathered at St. Stanislaus Cathedral for the Ordination of Deacons. First row (l-r): Fr. Sr. Robert Nemkovich, Jr., 
Deacon Todd Godwin, Deacon Joel Smith, Deacon David Dudzinski, Deacon Jonathan Johnson, Acolyte Ryan Tempaugh. 
Secon row: Fr. James Ploskonka, Fr. Sean Dodd, Fr. James Konicki, Prime Bishop Anthony Mikovsky, Bishop Bernard 
Nowicki, Fr. Justin Daviault, Deacon Douglas Scott and Fr. Bogdan Janiec. 

Church Doctrine Commission Meets at the National Church Center 

Scranton, PA 

The Church Doctrine Commission of the P.N.C.C. held its spring 2026 meeting at the National Church Center 
of the P.N.C.C. in Scranton, PA, on Tuesday, March 10 and Wednesday, March 11. 

Pictured below are the meeting attendees: Very Rev. Robert M. Nemkovich, Jr.; Rev. Dr. Scott J. Lill; Rt. Rev. 
John E. Mack; Most Rev. Anthony A. Mikovsky; Rt. Rev. Bernard J. Nowicki; Rt. Rev. Paul Sobiechowski 

Very Rev. Charles Zawistowski (via Zoom). 
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Prime Bishop Emeritus Robert and Florence Nemkovich 

Cape Coral, Florida 

We wish everyone a Happy and Blessed Easter! 

Alleluja - Christ is Risen! 

Hapy Easter - Jesus died for us!. 

Nick & Jessica Kazinetz 

Happy Easter! 

Michael & Mary Mietlicki 

Scotch Plains, NJ 

Clergy Circle of the Western Diocese 

May the joy and hope of Easter fill 

your heart with peace and new life. 

Jesus said, ñI am the Resurrection and the Life.ò 

Happy Easter! 

United Y.M.S. of R Board of Directors 

Rejoice! May the miracle of Easter 

bring you peace and joy! 

ANS  Society of Holy Mother of Sorrows Parish, Dupont, PA 

All Saints Cathedral Parish, Chicago 

Rev. David Rowinski, Administrator 

Christ has risen! He has risen indeed! 

May a blessed celebration of our 

Lordôs resurrection by yours. 

St. Stanislaus, Bishop & Martyr, Cathedral Parish 

Church of Resurrection, Greenpoint, Brooklyn, NY 

Easter Greetings to all! Wesoğego Alleluja!  

Rev. Andrzej Koterba & Parish Committee 

Guardian Angel Parish in Los Angeles 

Fr. Andrew Machowski 

Christ is risen!  SzczňŜliwych świŃt. 

Sing an Alleluia - Christ is risen, indeed! 

Holy Cross Parish - Hamtramck, MI 

Very Rev. Jaroslaw Nowak, Pastor 

Holy Mother of Sorrows Parish, Dupont, PA 

Very Rev. Zbigniew Dawid and Parish Committee 

May the spirit of Easter fill your heart with hope and renewal. 

Wesoğego Alleluja! 

Our Lordôs Ascension Parish, Bethlehem, PA 

Rev Bogdan Yurchishin and Parishioners 

Annual Easter Greetings 
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Resurrection Parish, Temperance, MI 

Very Rev. Jaroslaw Nowak, Administrator 

Christ is risen! Rejoice! 

Easter season blessings to our entire P.N.C.C. family. 

Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

Saint Barbara Parish, Houtzdale, PA 

Christ is risen - Let us all rejoice! 

St. John the Baptist Parish - Frackville, PA 

Rev. Robert Plichta, Pastor 

Wishing you a joyous Easter season! 

St. Maryôs Parish  

South Bend, IN 

St. Michael the Archangel Parish, Cedar Lake, IN 

Very Rev. John P. Kowalczyk, Jr. 

Christ is risen! 

St. Paul Parish, Belleview, FL 

Rev. Fr. Mark J. Niznik, Pastor 

The risen Lord renews hearts! 

Pastor Boguslaw Janiec & Parishioners from 

SS Peter & Paulôs P.N.C.C., McAdoo, PA 

Wishing everyone a happy and blessed Easter. 

Sp·jnia Credit Union wishes you a blessed Easter! 

Wesoğych świŃt Wielkanocnych!  

Niech to bňdzie niesamowicie radosny czas peğen miğoŜci i spokoju! 

Christ is Risen! 

He is Risen, Indeed! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Easter Greetings 
from the staff of  

Godôs Field 

Controller: Most Rev. Anthony A. Mikovsky 

Editor: Julie Orzell 

 

Let us all celebrate the triumph of 

our Lord, Jesus Christ, over the grave! 

The Supreme Council 

of the 

Polish National Catholic Church 
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Bright Week 
Rev. Jim Konicki, National Vocations Director 

We offer you the Savonarola Theological Seminary Newsletter for April 2026 focused on Bright Week. 

The beginning of April brought us directly into the solemn intensity of Spy Wednesday and the Paschal Tridu-
umðMaundy Thursday, Good Friday, and Holy Saturday. Then, in the early hours of the Solemnity of the 
Resurrection (Easter), we rose to encounter the Risen One, Christ Jesus our Lord. For our newly ordained Dea-
cons, it was both an emotional and deeply demanding experience. 

In the tradition of Holy Church, the week following Easter is known as Bright Week. This sacred time com-
prises the days of the Easter Octave, culminating on Low Sunday. 

Consider all that unfolded during that first Bright Week nearly 2,000 years ago. The Apostles, the Disciples, 
and the Blessed Mother had just endured the darkest trial of their lives. And yet, suddenly, the Risen Lord 
stood before them. Their sorrow was transformed into radianceðtheir faces, hearts, and souls were illuminated 
by Christôs victory over death. Like the disciples on the road to Emmaus, their eyes were opened and their 
hearts awakened to the new reality of life triumphing over death. 

For us as Polish National Catholics, Bright Week is to be celebrated with profound joy. It is a time free from 
fastingðas is the entire Easter Seasonðand marked by liturgies that continue the celebration of Easter. 

We have journeyed through the darkness of Lent and Passiontideðthrough reflection, fasting, increased chari-
ty, and intensified prayer. On Thursday of the First Week of Passiontide, we heard Jesus proclaim: 

ñAmen, amen, I say to you, 
before Abraham came to be, I AM.ò (John 8:58) 

In those words, Christ revealed His Divine identity. Yet the Pharisees and other leaders responded by picking 
up stones to throw at Him (John 8:59). They saw Him as a blasphemerðarrogant and haughty. They were una-
ble to perceive the truth before them. They were, in a profound sense, blind to their own blindness. 

Bright Week calls us to a different response. It reminds us that we are to seeðand to become light. It is a time 
of intense joy in the victory of Jesus Christ, who has overcome all things. Because of Him, our lives were 
made lighter and brighter. The gates of heaven have been opened, and the promise of eternal life is assured to 
all who remain faithful. 

Men, are you ready to proclaim the Good News of the Resurrection and bring the bright light of our continual 
Easter life to those so in need of hearing what God has done for us? If you are called to that mission, please 
reach out to me at 518-522-0944 or rev.konicki@savonarola.net. 

Please continue to pray for vocations and for those who are being so generous in supporting the Seminary and 
for our Seminarians.  
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We have established a prayer line for the seminary. Send your prayer re-
quests by E-mail to prayer@savonarola.net.  

We also established a Seminary website at https://www.savonarola.net, and a 
Seminary Instagram channel at https://www.instagram.com/savonarola1914/. 
Check them out. 

If you can, please provide support to the Seminary Fund. Faithful P.N.C.C. 
memberôs support is vital to keeping the lights on and the seminariansô educa-
tional needs met. Donations can be sent to The Savonarola Theological Semi-
nary Fund, c/o The Office of the Prime Bishop, 1006 Pittston Ave., Scranton, 
PA 18505-4109. God bless your generosity! 

 

Bright Week: A Foretaste of Eternity 
Rev. Mr. Joel Smith 

Bright Week, the luminous octave following Easter Sunday in Christian tradition, is more than just a joyful 
celebration of the resurrectionðitôs like a glimpse of the eternal life promised to believers. During these eight 
days, the Church celebrates like never before, skipping fasting and basking in a spirit of pure joy that reflects 
the unending joy of heaven. 

The brightness of Bright Week holds deep spiritual meaning. When we repeatedly say "Chrystus Zmart-
wychwstağ!" (Christ is Risen!), it becomes more than just a greeting ð itôs a statement that reflects a trans-
formed reality. By rising from the dead, Christ has done more than address a theological question ð He has 
paved the way for eternal communion with God. During Bright Week, we catch a glimpse, even if only for a 
moment, of the ongoing victory and freedom that define eternity. 

The themes of the week reveal what lies ahead. The appearance of the Risen Christ to His disciplesðsudden, 
real, yet transformedðgives us a hint about our own resurrection. We will come to know ourselves and be 
known, but existence itself will be fundamentally renewed. The locked doors that can't contain the Risen Christ 
suggest that eternity goes beyond the limits we accept as inevitable. Pain, separation, and death will lose their 
permanence. Furthermore, Bright Week's end of penitential practices symbolizes the eternal rest of the re-
deemed. No more struggles or battles against sin and weaknessðonly the perfect peace of being in God's pres-
ence. The week-long celebration, free from everyday worries, mirrors the eternal worship in heaven, where 
saints and angels continuously praise God. 

During Bright Week, the Church calls us to briefly enter eternity's light, reminding us that our present life isn't 
our final state and encouraging us to live confidently in the resurrection that awaits us all. 

Christ is risen! 
He is risen indeed! 

Whatôs So Bright? 
Rev. Mr. Jon Johnson 

That Easter day with joy was bright: 
The sun shone out with fairer light 
When, to their longing eyes restored, 
The Apostles saw their risen Lord! 

His risen flesh with radiance glowed; 
His wounded hands and feet He showed; 
Those scars their solemn witness gave 
That Christ was risen from the grave. 

-Michael Praetorius, 1609, from the Latin, translated by Rev. J.M. Neale 

Bright week.  Whatôs so bright about it?  What we call, ñBright Weekò is the Octave of Easter, which runs 
from Easter to the following Sunday, known as Low Sunday.  Octaves encompass 8 days of a major solemnity 

(Continued on Page 12.) 
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when the church wishes to extend the joy and celebration of a major feast.  There are only a few of these, 
Christmas, Epiphany, Easter, Pentecost and Corpus Christi.   

So what makes the Octave of Easter and what we call Bright Week so special?  For starters, every day of this 
week is treated like it is Easter itself.  Obviously, every Sunday of the year is a little Easter, but during the Oc-
tave of Easter, we treat each day like Easter.  We say the Gloria and the Creed and also the Sequence Hymn of 
Easter that is sung or read before the Alleluia and verse before the Gospel.  So, each day of that week is like 
Easter all over again!   We donôt fast during this week and we donôt abstain from meat for all of the Easter sea-
son, for this is a time of great rejoicing!  A time of thankfulness and rejoicing that salvation has come to us. 

The readings for the Masses of that week go on to continue the Easter story, with Gospels about Mary and 
Mary Magdalene, Jesus meeting the disciples on the road to Emmaus, the disciples finally recognizing Jesus in 
the breaking of bread -  the whole continuation of the Resurrection story. 

Matthew 28:2-3 (NRSV) tells us, ñAnd suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord, 
descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on it.  His appearance was like light-
ning, and his clothing white as snow.ò 

As the hymn, That Easter Day, which is in our latest P.N.C.C. Hymnal and the scripture from Matthew tell us, 
Jesus appearance was radiant and bright. We often forget, as we are caught up in the joy of the resurrection and 
our redemption, that this language of, ñbrightò, is also a promise to us. The appearance of Jesus was radiant, as 
He appeared to us in His resurrected and glorified body.  And His promise to us is that after he comes again, 
we also shall be raised, and our souls will be reunited with our own resurrected and glorified bodies.   

Philippians 3:21 reminds us, that, ñHe will transform the body of our humiliation that it may be conformed to 
the body of his glory, by the power that also enables him to make all things subject to himself.ò  

May we be ever mindful of this promise!  And may the Lord grant you a bright and joyous Easter season. 

The Importance of Bright Week 
Rev. Mr. David Dudzinski  

Bright Week is important because it is reflective of our life in eternity! The ñgloomò and penitential nature of 
Lent is behind us; The Church is bright again with the coming of Spring. The liturgical vestments convey this 
ñfreshened upò feeling. It all points to the hope we, as Christians have for The Resurrection! Christ will wipe 
away every tear, and the world will know His Light! 

Bright Week 
Rev. Mr. Todd Godwin  

The seminarians were asked to write about Bright Week for this monthôs Godôs Field. I am not deeply ac-
quainted with vibe and ethos of P.N.C.C. Bright Week, only having experienced it for the first time last year. 
But I did experience Bright Week several times with the Orthodox Church, and found the P.N.C.C. experience 
to be similar.  My comments therefore will be looking back onto my experience with the Orthodox and why I 
have long loved Bright Week.  

First of all, itôs bright?  But how?  While some in the P.N.C.C. say ñChrist is risen,ò it is not de rigueur like it 
is in the Orthodox Church; and quite frankly, I wish it was and think it should be. The Orthodox begin literally 
shouting Christ is risen! Risen indeed! during the Pascha service, when the entire church is lit up during the 
last half of the Easter Sunday service, which began about 9 PM on Saturday night.  We would greet basically 
anyone and everyone in the Church with this phrase (it basically replaces ñhelloò ) until Pentecost.  Itôs infec-
tious. It makes you feel, in your bones, that Christ is and has ñtrampled down death by death and upon those in 
the tombs bestowed lifeò (as the Paschal troparion says).  Lex orandi, lex credenda, right?  ñHow we pray is 
how we believe. When I think of Bright Week it is this phrase, Christ is risen! that seals the deal for me. The 
Church teaches us to live Christôs resurrection, and it is by hearing it, and saying it, that we come to know its 
truth. 
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XXV Scholarsô Conference of the P.N.C.C. History & Archives Commission 

Scranton, PA 

The Polish National Catholic Church Scholarsô Conference, facilitated by the Commission on History and Ar-

chives, will take place on April 18, 2025, in Scranton, Pennsylvania, with a virtual option available via Zoom. 

This conference offers a meaningful and enriching opportunity to deepen our understanding of the P.N.C.C. - 

its history, mission, and ongoing work. It serves not only as an academic gathering, but as a vital instrument 

for strengthening the knowledge and faith of our congregations, while highlighting the dedicated efforts of our 

National Church as it continues to grow and move forward with purpose.  The next several pages provide you 

with a schedule for the conference and brief overviews of the program sessions. 

In addition, we are very pleased to share that Volumes 21 and 22 of the P.N.C.C. Studies Journal are forthcom-

ing and expected to be released in early Summer 2026. These volumes will further contribute to the scholarly 

and historical understanding of our Church and its enduring legacy. 

Should you have any questions or wish to learn more, please do not hesitate to contact Rev. Jim Ploskonka at 

jploskonka62@gmail.com or by phone at 216.650.5596. 

As we enter this sacred season and begin our journey toward the Resurrection of our Lord, may your livesð

and the lives of those you serveðbe enriched by the teachings, sacrifice, and ministry of our Lord and Savior 

Jesus Christ. May we also be strengthened through the continued endeavors of the Polish National Catholic 

Church, carried forward in truth, work, and faithful perseverance. 

Submitted by Rev. Jim Ploskonka 

(Continued on Page 14.) 
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