
 

Website of the P.N.C.C.:  PNCC.org  Official P.N.C.C. Facebook Page:  PNCC1 

 

Volume 100 January 2022 Issue #1 

As we begin the year 2022, we do so with a little 

trepidation, but also much hope.  I suppose that this 

is true for each and every year, but it is especially 

true now after all that we have been through in the 

past two years of pandemic, significant difficulties 

and great change to our world and to our lives.  As I 

knelt in prayer on the first day of this New Year, on 

the Solemnity of the Circumcision of our Lord on 

January 1, I was thinking of the words to the hymn 

that we sometimes sing only on this one day of the 

year, “New Year Comes Flying.”  It was the third 

verse specifically that spoke to me on this holy day: 

How shall we find Him?  How shall we know 

our Jesus, Lord?   

In humble wrappings, not in rich velvet, see Him 

there. 

Now of course we know that these words are speak-

ing to our Lord being found in the manger in Bethle-

hem by those, such as the shepherds, that sought Him 

out.  Although He is born as the King of kings and 

Lord of lords, He was found in a humble manger, 

wrapped in swaddling clothes, not in the rich velvet 

of an earthly king.  There was certainly a reality to 

the humble wrappings of Jesus at His birth. 

But as we consider where we each stand within our 

own spiritual and religious lives, maybe these words 

will speak to us as well.  Maybe there is also another 

sort of humble wrapping. 

Throughout the past two years many of us have been 

challenged by the fact that the Covid-19 pandemic 
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has had the effect of causing a fracture in our worship 

life, especially in our reception of the Holy Eucharist.  

We were all cautioned to be careful within our lives 

in order to keep ourselves isolated and safe from the 

virus.  But a consequence of this action, this isola-

tion, is that we became isolated from the worshiping 

Body of Christ, isolated from each other in 

accomplishing the work of the Church and most sig-

nificantly isolated from receiving our Lord in the 

Holy Eucharist. 

At several points during this pandemic time, I was 

moved as I distributed Holy Communion to those 

who had not received the Holy Eucharist for a signif-

icant period of time: some approached the Eucharist 

with tears in their eyes; some told me how receiving 

Christ present in the Eucharist filled a longing that 

went unfulfilled for a long time; some told me that 

they just missed being with Jesus in the Eucharist.  It 

was truly a gift to be present for these situations and 

it made me grateful that I could help facilitate this 

true spiritual experience in their lives and also grate-

ful that as a priest I was always able to celebrate 

Holy Mass and have access to Christ present in the 

Holy Eucharist. 

But as I have had the opportunity to reflect on these 

moments of communion, I have thought that while I 

can be grateful for always having access to the 

Eucharist and being able to celebrate Holy Mass, 

there was still something great that was missing in 

our collective worship and religious experience this 
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(New Year Comes Flying - Continued from Page 1.) 

year.  We need to remember that Christ is present to 

us in many ways within the Church.  Certainly, we 

know that Christ is truly present in the Holy Eucha-

rist, but that is only the first step of being Eucharistic 

people.  There are other ways that He is present to us 

as well.  Within the worshiping community, Christ is 

present in the proclamation of the Word, as well as 

the Sacrament of the Word of God.  And beyond that, 

when we gather together He is also present, since in 

that gathering we become the actualization of the 

Body of Christ in the world today.  It is exactly this 

message that we hear on the Third Sunday in 

Ordinary Time this year.  St. Paul in his First Letter 

to the Corinthians tells us: “You, then, are the Body 

of Christ.  Every one of you is a member of it.” (1 

Corinthians 12:27)  And here St. Paul is speaking 

both of the worshipping community and all of the 

actions of the Church beyond it.  In the section of the 

letter preceding these words, St. Paul was speaking 

concerning all of the various parts of an individual 

human body.  How each of them is important, in fact 

vital, for the full functioning of the body.  St. Paul 

then follows by listing some of the parts of the body 

in the Church at that time: apostles, prophets, 

teachers, miracle workers, healers, assistants, admin-

istrators and those who speak in tongues.  Again 

these roles speak, not only to the community in wor-

ship, but to all of the actions of the Body of Christ, 

the Church. 

In the hope that we share as we find ourselves at the 

beginning of a New Year and in considering the 

hymn given above, to find the Lord in “humble wrap-

pings” let us all consider small and humble ways in 

which we can once again fully return to the Body of 

Christ.  

The Future Direction Subcommittee of the Supreme 

Council has chosen a focus this year on the Holy 

Eucharist.  During the pandemic time many chose, 

for a variety of reasons, to stay away from the wor-

shipping community of the Church and therefore 

deprived themselves of the Holy Eucharist.  While 

some certainly do have a longing in their hearts and 

souls for the presence of Christ in Holy Communion, 

so many also don’t realize the centrality of the recep-

tion of Christ in the life of a Catholic Christian.  The 

receiving of Holy Communion is the summit and 

central point of everything we are and everything we 

do as the Church.  We must, therefore, take the time 

to seek the Lord in the humble wrappings of our time 

at Holy Mass, our time seeking the forgiveness of 

God in the Sacrament of Penance, our time in hearing 

the Word proclaimed to us, and especially in our time 

in approaching the Lord in the Holy Eucharist.   

In this return to the Lord, we can then begin to once 

again take up our full places as members within the 

Body of Christ.  As we receive the Holy Eucharist, 

we are members of the worshiping Body of Christ 

which gathers at Holy Mass, offering praise and 

thanksgiving to God the Father, being strengthened 

by His Holy Word and then sent forth to extend that 

body of Christ into the world. 

In this we do not seek for anyone to be either careless 

or reckless.  There will certainly be health challenges 

and concerns in the days, weeks and months to come.  

But truly this has always been the case and through it 

all the Church has continued to worship God, receive 

Christ present in the Eucharist and accomplish the 

ministry of Christ to the world.  Things should be not 

at all different at this time.  We must still gather for 

the Eucharist, we must still gather for Holy Mass, we 

must still accomplish the ministry that Christ has giv-

en to us all. 

Although I have never been a big fan of resolutions at 

New Years, I do encourage each and every one of 

you to make one resolution for this year of 2022.  

Let’s make this a year of being Eucharistic people.  

Let’s be people who are active and vital parts of the 

community gathered for Holy Mass, people who rec-

ognize and receive Christ present in the Holy 

Eucharist, people who hear His Word at Mass and 

then put those words into action within our lives, 

people who give thanks to God, for each opportunity 

to worship, opportunity to work, opportunity to be a 

member within the Body of Christ that is the Church.  

Let’s be Eucharistic people, in our reception of Holy 

Communion and in all that we do as the Body of 

Christ in the world today. 

As Eucharistic people, let’s let each and every action, 

word and thought of every day of our year and our 

lives, be the “humble wrappings” where Christ 

resides.   
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  śp. Most Rev. John F. Swantek 

Prime Bishop Emeritus 

The Most Rev. John F. Swantek, 88, Prime Bishop Emeritus of the Polish National Catholic Church, entered 

into the eternal rest of the Lord on January 7, 2022 at home surrounded by his family.  He leaves behind his 

wife, Arlene (Miskiavitch) Swantek and his loving family. 

Born in Cheshire CT, on May 15, 1933 he was the son of the late Felix and Elsie (Simmons) Swantek.  Prime 

Bishop John was reared in the faith and received his first Sacraments at St. Casimir’s Parish in Wallingford, 

CT.  He attended local schools and graduated from Wilbur Cross High School in New Haven, CT.  He re-

ceived a Bachelor of Arts degree in philosophy in 1966 from Clark University in Worcester, MA and a Master 

of Arts degree in philosophy in 1974 from the University of Connecticut in Storrs, CT. 

Prime Bishop John attended Savonarola Theological Seminary and was ordained to the priesthood of Christ in 

the Polish National Catholic Church on September 1, 1958 by Bishop Joseph Soltysiak at Holy Trinity Cathe-

dral in Manchester, NH. 

His first parish assignment was Holy Trinity Parish in Webster, MA from September 1958 to November 1968.  

It was there that he met his wife, Arlene.  He became the pastor of St. Joseph’s Parish in Westfield, MA from 

November 1968 to February 1979.  It was during this time that Bishop John was elevated to a Senior Priest.  

He was installed on September 29, 1975 by Bishop Walter Slowakiewicz and served as the Administrative 

Senior of the Central Seniorate of the Eastern Diocese. 

In the Eastern Diocese the then Fr. Sr. Swantek served on the Eastern Diocesan Council, the National Commis-

sion on Liturgy, the Theological Commission and the School of Christian Living Commission.  He also served 

as a member of the local Clergy Association and in Westfield, MA he was involved in the establishment of the 

Westfield Drug Council, where he sat many evenings on the drug hotline.  He also served as an instructor at 

Savonarola Theological Seminary in Scranton, PA training seminarians in their pursuit of Holy Orders. 

Prime Bishop Swantek was elected as a candidate for bishop at the XV General Synod, held in Chicago, IL in 

October 1978.  He was consecrated bishop on November 30, 1978 at St. Stanislaus Cathedral by the then 

Prime Bishop, Most Rev. Francis Rowinski.  The co-consecrators were Bishop Joseph Nieminski, Bishop An-

thony Rysz and Prime Bishop Emeritus Thaddeus Zielinski.  Also consecrated that day were Bishop Thomas 

Gnat and Bishop Joseph Zawistowski.  Bishop Swantek became the Bishop Ordinary of the Buffalo-Pittsburgh 

Diocese and pastor of the Holy Mother of the Rosary Cathedral in Buffalo, NY where he took up residence in 

February 1979. 

At the XVII General Synod held in Manchester, NH in 1986, Bishop Swantek was elected as the fifth Prime 

Bishop of the Polish National Catholic Church.  He relocated to Scranton, PA and was formally installed on 
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November 23, 1986 at St. Stanislaus Cathedral. 

During his tenure as Prime Bishop, he had the opportunity to travel to various countries and in his travels he 

met with Pope John Paul II, Archbishop Desmond Tutu, Queen Elizabeth and Mother Theresa.  He also had 

the opportunity to travel to the Holy Land and celebrated Mass in Bethlehem where Jesus was born. 

In the fulfillment of his office, Prime Bishop John served as the Chairman of the Supreme Council of the 

P.N.C.C., the rector of Savonarola Theological Seminary and was active within all of the Commission work of 

the Church.  He also attended the conventions, workshops and retreats of the various organizations of the 

Church, the Women’s Society for the Adoration of the Most Blessed Sacrament which he served as chaplain, 

the Young Men’s Society of Resurrection, the National United Choirs and the National Youth Association.  He 

had a great joy in working with the youth of the Church and attended many National Youth Convocations 

throughout the years.  As Prime Bishop he also held a position on the Board of Directors of the Polish National 

Union of America. 

After two consecutive 8 year terms as Prime Bishop, he retired from his position, but remained active in the 

religious and spiritual life of the Scranton, PA area and throughout the Church.  He also continued to serve the 

Church on various National Commissions and on the Polish National Catholic – Roman Catholic Dialogue.  

During his years as priest, senior priest, bishop and Prime Bishop, he touched the lives of thousands of mem-

bers of the Church and served as a spiritual father to many clergy and laity. 

Prime Bishop John was an avid sports fan and enjoyed watching tennis, golf and soccer on television.  He was 

a huge New England Patriots fan and thought Tom Brady could do no wrong.  He also loved the Boston Red 

Sox and got the chance to celebrate World Series victories with his children and grandchildren.  He spent 

much of his time in his favorite chair reading.  He read the Bible daily, but also enjoyed biographies, non-

fiction and fictional stories. 

Prime Bishop John enjoyed spending time with his family and attended numerous baseball games, dance recit-

als, violin concerts and various school events.  He enjoyed Sunday dinners with his wife, Arlene, children and 

grandchildren and he loved the spontaneous visits from his grandchildren throughout the week.  He looked for-

ward to receiving his Sunday phone calls from his son so they could discuss sports and updates with the fami-

ly.  Many days were spent laughing and sharing stories about the past and present.  His sense of humor was 

with him until the end of his life.  His contagious laugh will always be remembered. 

He was preceded in death by a brother, Felix Swantek; a brother-in-law, David Burke; a brother-in-law Rich-

ard Fecteau; and a sister-in-law, Kim Swantek. 

He is survived by his wife, Arlene; a daughter, Lynn and husband, Kevin Pfohl; a son, John and wife, Wendy 

Swantek; a daughter, Leslie and husband, William Doyle; and a daughter, Melissa Swantek; grandchildren, 

Nicholas, Elizabeth, Matthew and Olivia Pfohl, Cameron and Casey Swantek, Abigail and Andrew Doyle, 

Kaitlyn and Celeste Gingerlowski; Gerald Swantek and companion Ronald Salka; Glenn and wife, Amy 

Swantek; Nancy Burke and Alice Fecteau; nieces and nephews.  The family would like to thank everyone who 

visited, called and sent cards. 

Prime Bishop John F. Swantek did lie in repose at St. Stanislaus Cathedral beginning at 4:00 p.m. on Friday, 

January 14, 2022 where family and friends were received until 7:00 p.m.  A Requiem Vespers service was cel-

ebrated at 7:00 p.m. by Rt. Rev. Paul Sobiechowski, Bishop of the Eastern Diocese of the P.N.C.C. 

The Funeral Mass was celebrated at 10:00 A.M. on Saturday, January 15, 2022.  The Invitatory before Mass 

was sung by Rt. Rev. John Mack, Bishop of the Buffalo-Pittsburgh Diocese of the P.N.C.C.; Mass was cele-

brated by Rt. Rev. Bernard Nowicki, Bishop of the Central Diocese with the homily preached by Most Rev. 

Anthony Mikovsky, the present Prime Bishop of the Church.  The committal service at St. Stanislaus Ceme-

tery was celebrated by Rt. Rev. Jarosław Rafalko, Bishop of the Western Diocese of the P.N.C.C. 

Following the Funeral Mass and committal, the family and faithful gathered in St. Stanislaus Youth Center for 

fellowship and a continued time of remembrance. 

http://pncc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/PNCC1?ref_type=bookmark


6 God’s Field — January 2022 

Website of the P.N.C.C.:  PNCC.org  Official P.N.C.C. Facebook Page:  PNCC1 

Financial Obligations for the Parishes 
of the Polish National Catholic Church 

(For the Year 2022) 

 

Each parish and each member of the Polish National Catholic Church has material obligations to fulfill in sup-

port of the ministry and mission of the Church. This article highlights the financial requirements of the Church 

as they stand at the present time.  These include the decisions that were made at the last General Synod held in 

October 2018. 

All are reminded to review Article XXI of the Constitution and Laws of the Polish National Catholic Church 

which addresses Church Funds.  Each parish of the Church must act in accordance with this Article of the 

Constitution. 

General Fund Dues 

During the XXIV General Synod held in October of 2014 the synod delegates voted to set the General Fund 

dues at $100.00 per member.  This amount was unchanged by the 2018 General Synod.  This figure will con-

tinue until the next General Synod in 2022.  An important point for the parish to remember, noted in Article 

XXI, Section 4, is that the Parish is responsible to contribute $100.00 for each member on its parish roll.  Alt-

hough the Parish may collect funds from its membership in various ways, either through direct assessment 

(dues), or Sunday collections or a pledge system, the $100.00 is the responsibility of the Parish for each mem-

ber.  According to Article XXI, Section 16 of the Constitution, these funds that are collected must be submit-

ted to their Diocesan Treasurer quarterly. 

6% Levy 

Along with the above obligation, each parish must also submit funds according to the 6% levy.  According to 

Article XXI, Section 3 of the Constitution, six percent (6%) of Parish Dues (counting only that part kept by the 

Parish), regular Sunday and Holy Day collections must be submitted to the National Church via their Diocesan 

Treasurers.  According to Article XXI, Section 16 of the Constitution this 6% Levy on funds that are collected 

is to be submitted to their Diocesan Treasurer quarterly. 
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Special Collections 

A number of special collections are identified either in the Constitution and Laws of the Polish National Catho-

lic Church or are mandated through Synodal Action of the Church. 

The following Special National Collections are to be taken in every parish of the Polish National Catholic 

Church for the following purposes: 

 December 26, 2021 –    Solemnity of Humble Shepherds – For the Seminary Fund  

 January 2, 2022  –  For the Mission Fund   

 January 30, 2022  –  Music Scholarship Sunday – For the Music Scholarship Fund 

 February 6, 2022  –  For the Mission Fund 

 March 6, 2022  –  For the Mission Fund 

 March 13, 2022 –  Institution of the P.N.C.C. – For the National Church Center 

 April 3, 2022  –  For the Mission Fund 

 May 1, 2022  –  For the Mission Fund 

 June 5, 2022  –  For the Mission Fund 

 June 19, 2022  –  Father’s Day – For the Clergy Pension Fund 

 July 3, 2022  –  For the Mission Fund 

 August 7, 2022  –  For the Mission Fund 

 August 28, 2022  –  Youth Sunday – For the Youth Fund 

 September 4, 2022  –  For the Mission Fund 

 September 11, 2022  –  Solemnity of Brotherly Love – For Spójnia, Inc. (Bp. Hodur Retreat Center) 

 October 2, 2022  –  For the Mission Fund 

 October 16, 2022  –  Heritage Sunday – Outreach to Poland Collection 

 November 6, 2022  –  For the Mission Fund 

 December 4, 2022  –  For the Mission Fund 

 January 1, 2023 -  For the Mission Fund 

 January 8, 2023 -  Solemnity of Humble Shepherds – For the Seminary Fund  

The funds from these collections are also to be submitted by the Parishes to their Diocesan Treasurers.  Ac-

cording to Article XXI, Section 17 the Treasurer of each Diocese is to forward the appropriate funds to the 

Treasurer of the P.N.C.C. within 30 days. 

Parishes are also reminded, according to Article XXI, Section 16 of the Constitution that “all monies collected 

and received by a Parish Committee from the sources of income in Section 3 of this Article (i.e. General Fund 

dues, 6% Fund, and Special Collections) shall be paid quarterly to its Diocesan Treasurer. 

If there are any questions or concerns regarding the collecting or payment of these funds to the Diocesan 

Treasurers or the National Church, please do not hesitate to contact the Office of the Prime Bishop. 

Closing of the Church’s Fiscal Year 

The Fiscal Year of the Church ends on February 28, 2022.  Each parish must submit the funds collected from 

the various sources (General Fund Dues, 6% Levy and Special Collections) in 2021 to their Diocesan Treasur-

er who will then forward the correct portion to the National Church Center.  To be included in the 2021-2022 

financial statements of the Church, funds must be remitted to the Diocesan Treasurers and then transferred to 

the National Church Offices by February 28, 2022. 
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Future Direction January Message 
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National United Choirs Music Scholarship Sunday 

2021 continued to be a challenging year.  As our parishes opened back up, many saw a return of their parish 
choirs.  The NUC was even able to hold its Music Workshop in early August at Holy Cross Parish in 
Hamtramck, MI.  With the newest Omicron variant of the Covid -19 Virus raging across the country our hope 
is for everyone to use common sense and take all necessary precautions to stay safe. How this will affect our 
music ministries will remain to be seen.  We are moving forward with our planning for a successful year 
ahead.  

Music Scholarship Sunday is January 30, 2022.  Please consider donating to this worthy program.  Since it be-
gan in the previous century, $340,835.00 has been awarded to 1119 members of our P.N.C.C.  Your donations 
have helped so many people improve their musical skills to the benefit of our beloved parishes.  Our Church is 
blessed to have this scholarship program and to have so many past and present recipients still providing their 
talents for the Glory of God!   

Donations can also be made on a year-round basis by sending your check to the NUC treasurer: 

Rev. Mr. Jim Ploskonka 
349 Justo Lane 
Seven Hills, OH 44131 

Just write in the memo line that the donation is for the scholarship fund. 

Parish Treasurers:  Please submit your parish donations to the scholarship fund to your diocesan treasurer by 
the end of your first quarter so they can be forwarded in a timely manner for use in the 2022 awards.  Thank 
you for your anticipated cooperation! 

 

 

National United Choirs 2022 Music Scholarship Awards 

Applications are now available!  Are you currently taking paid music lessons for organ, piano, voice, or anoth-
er instrument?  Do you participate in the music ministry of your parish?  If so, you may be eligible for a Music 
Scholarship from the National United Choirs. 

All necessary criteria, instructions and forms can be downloaded from the scholarship website: 
nucmusicscholarship.weebly.com. 

Deadline for submission is May 1, 2022. 

Pastors, Organists, and P.N.C.C. members:  Please encourage those eligible in your parish to apply to this very 
rewarding program that has provided financial assistance to so many people in the P.N.C.C. over the past 55 
years. 

Any questions can be submitted to:  Cathy A. Bilinski, Music Scholarship Administrator, at  
nucscholarship@gmail.com. 

Submitted by Cathy A. Bilinski 
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Preserving the History of the P.N.C.C. 

One way of preserving the history of your parish and 

the P.N.C.C. is by recording information from your 

parishioners and clergy of all ages. This can be done 

either aurally with a voice recorder or visually with a 

video recorder, or both. It is an exciting way to pre-

serve the history of your parish and of the P.N.C.C. 

This is a program which can be used in both long-

established parishes and new parishes. These 

histories will augment printed books and diaries.  

The last time I published an article about an oral his-

tory program was in 2014. It can be a valuable way 

of getting a record of a parish and P.N.C.C. history. 

The program would also be a valuable way to imple-

ment a program of publicizing the P.N.C.C. by 

obtaining information from the newest parish mem-

bers. Questions for these newest P.N.C.C. members 

that come to mind are: 1. What attracted you to the 

P.N.C.C.?  2. How did your friends view your joining 

the P.N.C.C.? 3. What did you do to start the parish? 

4. How did you get information about the parish?  

The United States Army’s Heritage and Education 

Center at Carlisle has had an oral history program for 

World War 2 Veterans for many years. These supple-

ment the written material that they have in their ar-

chives. Rutgers University, in conjunction with the 

New Jersey National Guard, also has had an oral 

history program for all Veterans. There is even a pro-

fessional association for oral historians and others 

interested in oral history, Oral History Association 

(OHA). The P.N.C.C. Commission on History and 

Archives would like to have an active oral history 

program of recorded interviews with clergy and lay 

people of the P.N.C.C. so that the historical events of 

our parishes are not lost forever.   

The interview process begins with a request to 

interview a person. Explain that the purpose of the 

interview is to obtain their impressions as a member 

of the P.N.C.C. and that these interviews are being 

done throughout the P.N.C.C. Before the interview, 

explain how the interview will be done and give the 

interviewee a copy of the sample questions. Ask the 

interviewee for a specific date, start time and dura-

tion and keep to the agreement. 

The interview should be conducted with questions 

that require more than a "yes" or "no" answer. Don’t 

ask more than one question at a time. Don’t ask long 

questions. Do not interrupt a good story because you 

have thought of a question, or because your narrator 

is straying from the planned outline. Try to establish 

at important points in the interview where the narra-

tor was or what his or her role was in the event. Don’t 

be judgmental or dispute what you are being told. 

Start with noncontroversial questions; save the deli-

cate ones, if there are any, until later in the interview. 

Don't let the interviewee tire, keep interviews be-

tween 45 minutes and two hours. Keep the interview 

informal, non-judgmental and non-confrontational. 

After a specific response, ask other leading questions. 

All questions should be open-ended (not able to be 

answered with a simple yes or no). You should be a 

facilitator. Don't interrupt the interviewee. Don't wor-

ry about chronological order or sequencing of topics.  

What is needed to participate is an interviewer, a 

person to be interviewed, a recorder, either a digital 

recorder or a video camera with a microphone, a 

blank videotape, spare batteries for the recorder, a 

cloth to set the microphone on, an extension cord, ora 

cell phone, a question set to begin the discussion, and 

a release signed by the person interviewed which per-

mits the use of the tapes by the P.N.C.C. Commission 

on History and Archives. Most types of electronic 

equipment have built-in microphones. However, if 

you have and can use a separate microphone, with an 

on/off record switch, you will have a better, noise 

free pickup, and easier control of the start and stop of 

recording. A cloth to rest a microphone on will re-

duce background noise. Be sure to have fresh batter-

ies at start of interview. Have an extension cord with 

you at the start. Bring a note pad. 

The interviewer should ensure that the equipment is 

ready for the interview; bring spare tapes and batter-

ies (if electrical power is not available). Before begin-

ning, check location of interview to reduce possible 

background noise sources (squeaking chairs, rustling 

paper, radio off, TV off, etc.). Locate the recorder in 

an unobtrusive place, out of sight during interview 

(Continued on Page 20.) 
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(on floor, near interviewer, power cord out of the way 

from being kicked or pulled out of the recorder). 

Connect the recorder to wall outlet for electrical pow-

er (battery operation is a second choice; use fresh bat-

teries at the start of interview, alkaline type batteries 

last longer). Locate microphone on a cloth to reduce 

noise pickup if the surface it is on is hard (ensure that 

pickup is satisfactory after placement of the micro-

phone). Check quality of pickup before starting inter-

view. Interviewer should state at the beginning of 

tape: his or her name, date of interview, name of in-

terviewee and location of interview. If more than one 

tape is used, give tape number also (starting with tape 

2). This can be done before meeting for the interview. 

Ask the interviewee for a brief biographical descrip-

tion (first tape only). Start the interview by asking a 

few general questions about the person's life history 

and background. Interviewer state at end of tape: this 

is the end of the interview with (name of interviewee 

and interviewer). Thank the interviewee for giving 

the interview. 

After the Interview is over, complete a Data Sheet 

[Name of the interviewee, street address, City, State, 

Zip code, Date of Birth, Place of Birth, City, State, 

Country, Postal Code, Date of Interview, Place of 

Interview, City, State, Number of Tapes, Interview 

Status, either Completed or In Progress] and Release 

Forms and store these documents with the completed 

tape. Review all recordings to see if follow-up ques-

tions can be formulated for the next interview. If pos-

sible you should prepare notes (after the interview) 

describing what went on in the interview: your per-

ception of the interviewee, your relationship to the 

interviewee, with comment as the effect your percep-

tion of and relationship to the interviewee could have 

affected the interview, a description of the physical 

location and circumstances of the interview, and your 

thoughts on additional topics or questions to explore 

in the next interview. 

It is not difficult to do.  The question set I provide 

further in this article has been prepared as a guide to 

help begin the thought process of the participants.  

This is by no means an exhaustive list.  The intent of 

the questions are to obtain the impressions of events 

and activities that the participants in the oral history 

program witnessed or participated in.  

Here are some sample questions. Some of these ques-

tions are for the older parish member. Others can be 

used with new and longtime parish members. Some 

are for members of the clergy.  

A. For all members of the Polish National Catho-
lic Church. 

• What were your thoughts before, during and after 
hearing Bp. Hodur speak for the first time?   

• How did your parish get started? 

• What were the reasons that caused your parish to 
become a part of the P.N.C.C.? 

• Who were the people who started your parish? 

• How has your view of the Polish National Catholic 
Church changed over the years? 

• What controversial topics or ideas strengthened the 
Church? 

• What controversial topics or ideas weakened the 
Church? 

• What controversial topics or ideas strengthened 
your parish? 

• What controversial topics or ideas weakened your 
parish? 

• What do you remember about each of the General 
Synods that you went to? 

• What do you remember about each of the Diocesan 
Synods that you went to? 

• What difficulties did your parish have to overcome 
through the years? 

• What did your relatives think about your parish? 

• What did your friends think about your parish? 

• What did your relatives think about the P.N.C.C.? 

• What did your friends think about the P.N.C.C.? 

• What clergyman, bishop, priest or deacon made an 
impact in your life? 

• What person in the P.N.C.C. made an impact in 
your life? 

• What do you remember about your parish in your 
early years? 

• What were your first impressions of the clergy you 
met? 

• What do you remember about special events in your 
parish ( For example: ground breaking, picnics, ba-

(Preserving the History of the P.N.C.C.- Continued from Page 19.) 
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zaars, new priests, a new building, First Holy Com-
munion and Confirmation)? 

• When did you join the parish?  

• Were your parents members of the P.N.C.C.? 

• How many members were there when you joined 
your parish?  

• Have you been a member of the Parish Committee?  
If so, what offices did you hold?   

• Have you been a member of one or more of the so-
cieties of the church, SAMBS, Y.M.S. of R., Maria 
Konopnicka Society, Children of Mary or others.  

• Were you an altar boy or girl?   

• Were you a member of the choir?   

• Were you a reader (lector), a greeter or an usher in 
church?   

• Where will you be buried?   

• Did you work around the church, (maintenance, 
cleaning, cooking, or landscaping)?  

• Did you serve in the armed forces?  If so, what 
branch, when and in what capacity? 

• When and where were you baptized, receive your 
first holy communion, and confirmation? 

• Are you married? If so, where were you married?   

• Do you have children?   

• Have those children remained as members of the 
P.N.C.C.?   

• What did you do for a living?   

• If retired, what did you do afterwards? 

B. For Clergy of the Polish National Catholic 
Church. 

• What event made you think of becoming a priest? 

• What person made you think of becoming a priest? 

• What were your thoughts of life as a seminarian? 

• How did you feel in your first parish as pastor? 

• What were the differences between the parish life of 
the different parishes that you served? 

• What dioceses were your parishes in? 

The release form is very simple; date of interview, 

printed names and signatures of the interviewer and 

the interviewee and any special restrictions set by in-

terviewee. The release form text is “I hereby give to 

the P.N.C.C. Commission on History and Archives 

for whatever scholarly purpose may be determined, 

the tape recordings, transcriptions and contents of this 

oral history interview.”  

I hope that you can get an Oral History program un-

derway in your parish. If you have any questions, 

please contact me. 

Joseph Francis Seliga, 

Chair, P.N.C.C. Commission on History and Archives 

seliga1@optonline.net 
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Hard Cover $25.00/each + $5.00/each Shipping; Spiral Bound: $30.00/each + $5.00/each  Shipping 

Send check or money order in USD, 

payable to National United Choirs, to: 

P. Kazinetz 
736 Beechwood Drive 
Olyphant, PA 18447 

P.N.C.C. Hymnal 

The 2022 Liturgical Reference Calendar – Ordo is now available for ordering.  The cost of the Liturgical 
Calendar is $12.75 per book for pick-up orders or $16.00 per book for mail orders to U.S.  (Please note that 
additional shipping costs may accrue for large volume orders to the U.S., depending on weight and distance 
shipped.  Additional shipping costs will be invoiced accordingly.) 

The cost of the Liturgical Calendar is $12.75 per book, PLUS SHIPPING COSTS for mail orders to Canada.  
(Please email secretarytopb@pncc.org for Canada shipping costs prior to ordering your calendar(s).) 

To order your 2022 Ordo(s), please fill out the order form, below, and mail it with your payment.  Your 
paid Ordo(s) will be shipped to you as soon as we receive your full payment. 

No phone orders or email orders will be shipped until full payment has been received. 

We appreciate your support for this very important P.N.C.C. liturgical reference calendar. 

Detach invoice, below, complete and send with payment to 

The Polish National Catholic Church – L R C 
Attn: Secretary to Prime Bishop 

1006 Pittston Avenue 
Scranton, PA 18505-4109 

Your paid order will be shipped as soon as we receive your payment. 

2022 Liturgical Reference Calendar - Ordo Orders Now Being Accepted 

Please detach, complete and return this order form with your remittance. 
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2022 Home Liturgical Wall Calendar Orders Now Being Accepted 

The Polish National Catholic Church has full color 2022 home liturgical calendars for sale on a first-come, first-served 
basis.  This calendar with original photographs for each month includes information concerning P.N.C.C. holy days.  
We urge you to order calendars for your parishioners as soon as possible because our supply will be very limited. 

Calendar prices have increased slightly due to an increase in paper and printing costs.  Shipping costs have also 
changed. The chart below can be used for calculating your costs. 

 
PLEASE NOTE that an additional $30.00 is required for ad setup for a sponsor. 

Please place your order and send in your payment (payable to P.N.C.C.) as soon as possible to: P.N.C.C. Center, 1006 
Pittston Avenue, Scranton, PA 18505, so that we can ship your calendars to you before the New Year. Hurry and get 
your order and payment  in because this year’s stock is limited, and once we have run out of stock, no more will be 
printed!  You must pay for your calendars in full prior to us shipping them to you. 

Thank you for your continued support of this Church-wide endeavor.  If you pick up your order at the National Church 

Center, there will be no shipping charge. 

 

Quantity 
Cost per 
Calendar 

Calendar 
Cost Sub-

total 
U.S. Shipping 

U.S. 
Total 

Canada 
Shipping 

(USD) 

Canada 
Total 
(USD) 

1 $3.75 $3.75 $3.00 $6.75 $3.75 $7.50 

2 $3.75 $7.50 $3.00 $10.50 $5.05 $12.55 

3 $3.75 $11.25 $3.00 $14.25 $6.15 $17.40 

4 $3.75 $15.00 $3.50 $18.50 $12.25 $27.25 

5 $3.75 $18.75 $3.50 $22.25 $20.75 $39.50 

6 $3.75 $22.50 $3.50 $26.00 $20.75 $43.25 

7 $3.75 $26.25 $3.90 $30.15 $32.00 $58.25 

8 $3.75 $30.00 $3.90 $33.90 $32.00 $62.00 

9 $3.75 $33.75 $3.90 $37.65 $32.00 $65.75 

10 $3.60 $36.00 $4.50 $40.50 $50.25 $86.25 

11+ $3.60 $39.60+ 
*Depends on package 
weight & recipient’s 
geographic location* 

  
*Depends on package 
weight & recipient’s 
geographic location* 
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Buffalo-Pittsburgh Diocese 

Holy Family Parish in 2021 

McKeesport, PA 

The pandemic threw a monkey’s wrench into the activities of Holy Family Parish, as it did everywhere.  But 
fortunately, the parish has returned to normal activities, but on a lesser scale than normal. 

The year 2021 marked the 100th Anniversary of the organization of Holy Family Parish in McKeesport, PA.  
Although a grand celebration was planned, the realization of participation would be smaller than we had hoped 
for, due to pandemic concerns.  It was decided that the 100th Anniversary would be a parish affair only with 
the celebration of Holy Mass on the Solemnity of the Christian Family followed by the opening of the Time 
Capsule buried in front of the church, followed by a small coffee and cake reception. 

Unfortunately, we were disappointed when we opened the capsule and found it was destroyed by water dam-
age. We were able to recover a few items, but much was lost. 

A new water and airtight capsule was buried on The Solemnity of the Humble Shepherd, which is to be opened 
in 2071. Buried was a personal letter to the future congregation providing parish statistics, history and the 
names of the priests who served Holy Family Parish in the first 100 years. Also included were published book-
lets, anniversary programs, over 2000 pictures on flash drives, greetings from parishioners and requiem prayer 
requests to be prayed upon opening since most of us will not be alive. Many personal articles were also includ-
ed.  We thank the Jaycox-Jaworski and Willig Funeral Homes for helping to find a secured capsule and for the 
new plaque placed over the burial site 
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In 2021 we were able to honor our 2020 and 2021 High School and College Graduates with a special 
Baccalaureate Mass.  During the 2021 year, 4 children were baptized.   

Emily Ann Davidson Baptism The Graduates 

Brynlee Adora Baldelli Baptism Elias Nelson & Easton James Canova Baptism 

We also celebrated the marriage of Angela Jobes and 
Michael Mayfield (pictured, left) in 2021. 

(Continued on Page 26.) 
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Since our local charities do not accept used clothing, 
the Y.M.S. of R. men responded to the National 
Y.M.S. of R. call by working in conjunction with lo-
cal WTAE TV station by collecting for their annual 
Project Bundle Up.  Although the pictured check 
reads $3,250.00, we actually collected $3,500.00 
which was presented at the Project Bundle Up tele-
thon.  During the telethon, WTAE presented a pro-
gram piece on Holy Family Parish to local viewers.  

(Holy Family Parish in 2021 - Continued from Page 25.) 

Holy Family Parish also collected gifts for children 
during Advent. 

Along with the Marine Corp’s Toys for Tots Program 
and The Center for Victims in McKeesport, PA, we 
were able to make Christmas a more joyous event for 
many children this year. 

After a two year absence, the Holy Family Parish So-
ciety of the Adoration of the Most Blessed Sacrament 
held a Wigilia Luncheon.  In past years, the parish 
Wigilia was open to the public, but this past year it 
was decided to keep this luncheon on a parish scale.  
The women were very happy with the turn-out and 
are looking forward to next year. 

The parish elected our 2022 Parish Council during the November Annual Meeting. The 2022 Holy Family Par-
ish Council are the following:  Chair, Ted Gibala; Vice Chair, Donald Newcamp; Recording Secretary, Janis 
Gibala; Financial Secretary, Terry Kleckner; Treasurer, Sharon Kish; Directors: Carol Burlikowski, Leonard 
Guy, Dr. Edward Goralczyk, David Kost, Helen Mulac, and Brian Stahurski;                                                     
Alternates: Janice Griffiths, Frank Pociask; Auditors: Patricia Bagshaw; absent from photo were Kathy Guy, 
Marian Sleczkowski; Tribunal: Janet Korch, Rosalie Clark and Bonita Zaucha 

Submitted by Rev. 

Bruce Sleczkowski 
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Central Diocese 
Holy Mother of Sorrows December Activities and Events 

Dupont, PA 

In conjunction with the Feast of Saint Nicholas, which is observed on December 6, Holy Mother of Sorrows 
Parish held a free breakfast with St Nicholas for all parishioners. All children received gifts. We thank every-
one who prepared the hall, food and cleaned up afterward.  

Saint Nicholas is known for his generous giving. He sold all that he owned, giving the money to the poor. He 
dedicated his entire life serving and caring for the sick and suffering. He is known for his many miracles and 
love and compassion for the poor and children. 

From October 10th through November 28th, Holy Mother of Sorrows Parish members collected items for the 
annual Y.M.S. of R.-sponsored Winter Clothing Drive.  Once the drive concluded, parishioners gathered on 
December 2nd to organize, pack and deliver the clothing to the Keystone Mission in Scranton, PA.  Many 
thanks to everyone who donated items and to those volunteers who worked on this very important project for 
the local community. 

(Continued on Page 28.) 
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Children of the Holy Mother of Sorrows Parish in Dupont, PA, portrayed a Living Nativity scene on Christmas 
Eve, before the 4:00 pm Mass. The following participated: Mia Piccolino, Maci Piccolino, Hannah 
Yuschovitz, Ben Yuschovitz, Layla Marks, Gino Marks, Grace Morgan, George Morgan, Merrit Nash, Myles 
Nash, Alex Orluk, Karissa Kazinetz and Stella Hawk. Debbie Bilinski and Fr. Sr. Zbigniew Dawid prepared 
the program. 

(Holy Mother of Sorrows  Parish Activities and Events - Continued from Page 27.) 

Submitted by Very Rev. Zbigniew Dawid 
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Eastern Diocese 

Blessed Trinity Parish December Events 

Fall River, MA 

The Blessed Trinity Parish Youth Group Spaghetti 
Supper was held on the evening of December 4th. A 
wonderful time was had, as great food and fellow-
ship was enjoyed by all . The Advent Penitential Ser-
vice followed, during which a prayer blanket was 
blessed so that it could be given to a parishioner in 
need of healing. 

On Sunday, December 12th (Gaudete Sunday), the 
youth of Blessed Trinity Parish presented the Living 
Nativity after Holy Mass.  The parish wrapped up its 
annual Christmas Toy Drive on this date, as well. 
Many thanks to the youth for the beautiful pageant, 
and to everyone who donated to the toy drive. 

It was a busy Monday, December 13th at Blessed 
Trinity Parish.  The Fall River Police Department 
helped to pack up the Christmas Toys and filling the 
FRPD Emergency Services vehicle. Over 150 prayer 
blankets were also bundled for the Toy Frive distri-
bution. Thanks to all for supporting and working on 
these very special community events. 

On December 16th the parish held a Christmas Toy 
Drive 2021 Wrapping and Pizza Night. Thanks to 
everyone who helped to wrap over 50 bags with hun-
dreds of toys for children in need in the local city this 
Christmas. 

(Continued on Page 30.) 

http://pncc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/PNCC1?ref_type=bookmark


30 God’s Field — January 2022 

Website of the P.N.C.C.:  PNCC.org  Official P.N.C.C. Facebook Page:  PNCC1 

(Blessed Trinity Parish December Events - Continued from Page 29.) 

December 18th was a beautiful day at Blessed Trinity 
Parish as the Parish Hall served as the wrapping and 
distribution center for the Fall River Police Toy 
Drive, with support from the Fall River Firefighters. 
Many thanks to everyone who helped to wrap several 
thousand toys for children in need across the city of 
Fall River, MA. The kids enjoyed wrapping toys and 
enjoyed their ride along in the FRPD Emergency Ser-
vices Truck and Fire Trucks. The spirit of Christmas 
and giving was in the air today in Fall River. Words 
cannot do justice to what was done today and the 
love and hope given to others.  

There was an early morning drop-off of items on De-
cember 20th for the Blessed Trinity Advent-
Christmas food drive to Citizens for Citizens. These 
were gifts for our Lord as we prepare to celebrate His 
birth. Thanks to everyone who donated to this effort. 
Discipleship continues  

December 22nd was an amazing day as The Fall Riv-
er Veterans’ Kitchen held their Christmas Veterans 
Luncheon at Blessed Trinity Parish Hall. During the 
luncheon, the Veterans Kitchen was presented with 
an $11,000 gift from the Massachusetts Polish Amer-
ican Veterans and a $1,000 gift from Home Depot to 
support the ongoing efforts of the organization. A 
wonderful time to share the Joy, Love and Hope of 
Christmas together. 
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Western Diocese 

Branch #29 of the Y.M.S. of R. of St. Mary’s Parish 
in Parma, OH, took part in the National Y.M.S. of R. 
clothing drive.  This is an annual event that involves 
all branches of the Polish National Catholic Church’s 
Y.M.S. of R. to publicize a clothing drive and distrib-
ute the collected items to a local charitable organiza-
tion. Branches are then encouraged to tally up what 
they collected and submit the numbers to the Nation-
al Y.M.S. of R. in order for them to keep a running 
tally.  Branches are actually awarded by how much 
they collect with a bit of a “kick-back” from the Na-
tional Y.M.S. of R. in order to further the progress of 
their respective branches. 

Thanks to all who donated and to the devoted men 
who spent a morning collating, counting, collecting, 

St. Mary’s Parish Y.M.S. of R. Collects Clothes 

Parma, OH 

St. Mary’s Parish PTO Christmas Party 

Parma, OH 

and bagging the clothing. God bless you all!  The 
items were locally donated to the “Rise in Love Cen-
ter of Cleveland,” a local organization designed to 
simply help those in need. 

The PTO of St. Mary’s Parish, Parma, OH, held its 
Christmas Party on Sunday, December 19th.  After 
Sunday worship that included a Penitential Service, 
everyone gathered to enjoy each other’s company, as 

well as enjoy tasting various foods beyond the usual 
coffee hour fare.  St. Nick himself arrived afterward, 
with his arms full of gifts and candy for the parish 
children. 
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