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Commitment to the Christian Family 
Most Rev. Anthony Mikovsky, Prime Bishop 

sort of projects were going on.  I can also remember 

that we all attended Church and worshiped together 

as well. 

It was exactly this sort of support that Bishop Hodur 

was speaking about when he wrote the notes for a 

sermon given on the Solemnity of the Christian Fam-

ily in 1921.  There he says: “Life sometimes is like a 

journey through a desert.  The only stopping place is 

an oasis.  This is the place in which shade trees grow, 

and water springs from a source.  Such an oasis for a 

person is the family.  The family is the closest natural 

bond, composed of father, mother and children.  In a 

large sense, the family is also the church, the parish 

and the entire Church.” (Hodur: Sermon Outlines and 

Occasional Speeches, p. 112) 

Looking beyond the traditional definition of a family 

that was the norm in the days of Bishop Hodur, the 

term oasis gives us an important image.  Bishop 

Hodur uses the image of an oasis in the very physical 

sense.  Like a place of stopping in the middle of a 

desert journey; but if we dig a little deeper into the 

words that are considered synonyms of oasis, we see 

through this to what Bishop Hodur is truly trying to 

get at.  The synonyms listed for oasis listed in an 

online dictionary I discovered are: “refuge, haven, 

retreat, sanctuary, shelter, and harbor.”  Each of these 

words speaks to us of something that is religiously 

centered, something that is holy.  We see that our 

family life is not just to provide for the material 

needs of the individuals there, but also there are some 

spiritual aspects to our family life as well.  St. Paul 

speaks of it as well in his first letter to Timothy when 

he says, “whoever does not provide for relatives and 

especially family members has denied the faith and is 

worse than an unbeliever.”  (1 Timothy 5:8)  Within 
(Continued on Page 3.) 

During October the Polish National Catholic Church 

turns special attention to the Christian Family.  Since 

1914, the Solemnity of the Christian Family, which 

was instituted at the Third General Synod, has re-

minded the members of the Church to pay special 

and close attention to the religious aspect of our fam-

ily life. 

We know that the lives of our individual families 

have certainly changed during the past many years.  

Families were certainly larger years ago, and there 

was also the support, not only of immediate family, 

but often times many aunts and uncles, nieces and 

nephews and cousins which helped to form an ex-

tended family unit.  For many this is no longer the 

case, as families are smaller and people are much 

more mobile.  I can certainly remember when I was 

young that my extended family were of support to 

one another and we all helped each other in whatever 
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our family life, the nurturing of a spiritual life and 

connection to Almighty God is just as important as 

meeting the physical needs of those around us.  This 

is part of the love, care and service that we show to 

each other in our family life. 

Now looking to exactly what constitutes a family, we 

know that there are many definitions and responses.  

Found in the book of Genesis we know that God orig-

inally created the human race as male and female and 

gave man and woman to each other. 

We see in this that the individual family to which we 

belong has a very specific relationship to the work of 

God in the world.  We read in the book of Genesis: 

“God created mankind in His image; in the image of 

God He created them; male and female He created 

them.  God blessed them and God said to them: ‘Be 

fertile and multiply; fill the earth and subdue 

it.’” (Genesis 1:27-28) And we also know that the 

‘subduing’ that is spoken of here is an authority over 

all creation that is based on service and love.  As each 

family goes about its work, it does so in acts of love 

and service to each other and to all of creation. 

But even throughout the pages of Scripture we also 

know that there are many different types of families, 

beyond just father, mother and children.  The Open-

ing Prayer for the Mass on the Solemnity of the 

Christian Family says it wonderfully: “God, our 

heavenly Father, You have blessed each of us with 

the gift of family that through our family life we may 

learn to love and care for others.  Open our eyes to 

recognize in all people the bonds of kinship.  May we 

unselfishly serve them who with us have been made 

co-heirs with Christ.”  No matter what sort of family 

we find ourselves in at any particular time, these 

wonderful words show us that our definition of fami-

ly must be one that is continuously being enlarged.  

We know that it grows in natural ways, as children 

continue to be born into our immediately family and 

our extended families, but we must also begin to see 

that the “bonds of kinship” are stronger than that as 

well.  If we call the one God we worship “Father” 

and we call each other, “brothers and sisters in 

Christ” then these words must point to a greater reali-

ty that we truly are one great family because of the 

God we serve. 

And we, of course, must then ask how do we put this 

reality into practice?  While it is quite easy to say that 

everyone on earth is my brother and sister, how does 

this knowledge affect me on a day-to-day basis.  It is 

here where the parish family and the entire Church 

(Commitment to the Christian Family - Continued from Page 1.) 
family begin to take a role.  It is here where the love 

and service that we know is expected of us must be 

shown.  Again we pray during the Mass on the So-

lemnity of the Christian Family: “Heavenly Father, as 

a family united in the Eucharist, we entrust to Your 

love, care and correction the members of our fami-

lies, both near and far.  Supply their needs, guide 

their steps, keep them safe in body and soul; and may 

Your peace rest upon us always.”  We acknowledge 

that because we receive the Eucharist together, be-

cause we are united to our Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ through the reception of His Body and Blood, 

we are then one family and therefore we then ask 

God to supply the needs and guide the steps of those 

who make up that family.  We also ask this knowing 

full well that God will certainly supply these things, 

but He will do so, not in some magic way, but 

through the work and commitment of other Christians 

around us, who follow and are commited to God and 

who also make up this family. 

This then brings us to the place of our own commit-

ment to the Christian Family: our own individual 

family, our parish family and our wider church fami-

ly.  We must each ask ourselves: Am I committed to 

the family I share my home with, my spouse and my 

children?  Do I show loving care and kindness to my 

extended family and all those I call my relatives?  

Am I worried and concerned about their welfare, 

their care, their spiritual lives?  Am I concerned 

about the welfare and stability of my parish family?  

Do I put in the time and effort needed to truly be a 

brother or sisters of all who I worship with?  Am I 

doing the things that really makes me a member of 

the Christian Family? 

And there are so many more questions that could be 

asked.  The questions flow easily, but the difficult 

part is to truly begin to see those around us as our 

brothers and sisters and to acknowledge that it is our 

responsibility to care for them as members of the 

Christian family.  It is in recognizing and accom-

plishing this that we will be for each other what Bish-

op Hodur was seeking, a haven where the children of 

God are loved and protected, a retreat where they will 

meet God and begin to know His love for all people, 

a sanctuary where God is worshiped and a harbor 

where there will be safety and rest from the storms of 

life.  There each family and the entire Christian fami-

ly will be an oasis in the journey of life, as long as 

we, as members of that family, follow the words of 

Almighty God and acknowledge all God’s children as 

members of our Christian family. 
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Norms for Cremation in the P.N.C.C. 

Most Rev. Anthony A. Mikovsky, Prime Bishop 

Note: As we approach November and the celebration of All Souls Day on November 2, it is the time of year 

that we remember the faithful departed in our prayers and especially during the celebration of Holy Mass.  At 

a recent meeting of the Church Doctrine Commission in June 2017 the following document “Norms for Cre-

mation in the P.N.C.C.” was approved.  We share this document to help those who are dealing with the issues 

of cremation at the difficult time of the death of a loved one.  While giving guidance to the faithful, it also 

points to the hope of eternal life that we, as Christians, have for those who are departed. 

Witnessed by His disciples, the Resurrection of Jesus 

of Nazareth confirmed the hope deep in the human 

heart that we will not be extinguished after death, 

that there is an eternal future for both our body and 

our soul.  

Holy Scripture 

We know Jesus after his Resurrection presented 

Himself many times to His disciples and then in their 

presence ascended into heaven and is seated at the 

right hand of the Father.  We read in Acts 1:6-11:   So 

when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, 

is this the time when you will restore the kingdom to 

Israel?”7 He replied, “It is not for you to know the 

times or periods that the Father has set by his own 

authority.  But you will receive power when the Holy 

Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my wit-

nesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and 

to the ends of the earth.”  When he had said this, as 

they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud 

took him out of their sight.  While he was going and 

they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two 

men in white robes stood by them.  They said, “Men 

of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heav-

en? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into 

heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go 

into heaven.” 

Our bodies we have now will be transfigured into the 

glorious body by our Lord freed from the suffering of 

our earthy lives.  We read in Paul’s letter to the Phi-

lippians (3:20-21): But our citizenship is in heaven, 

and it is from there that we are expecting a Savior, 

the Lord Jesus Christ  He will transform the body of 

our humiliation that it may be conformed to the body 

of his glory, by the power that also enables him to 

make all things subject to himself. 

Jesus’ resurrection of the body is an essential Chris-

tian doctrine.  Paul writes in his first letter to the Co-

rinthians (15:13-18): If there is no resurrection of the 

dead, then Christ has not been raised;  and if Christ 

has not been raised, then our proclamation has been 

in vain and your faith has been in vain.  We are even 

found to be misrepresenting God, because we testi-

fied of God that he raised Christ—whom he did not 

raise if it is true that the dead are not raised.  For if 

the dead are not raised, then Christ has not been 

raised.  If Christ has not been raised, your faith is 

futile and you are still in your sins.  Then those also 

who have died in Christ have perished. 

Church Fathers 

From the Early Church this has been believed.  Justin 

Martyr in the second century wrote in the Resurrec-

tion, in Chapter 9 we see: If He had no need of the 

flesh, why did He heal it? And what is most forcible 

of all, He raised the dead. Why? Was it not to show 

what the resurrection should be? How then did He 

raise the dead? Their souls or their bod-

ies? Manifestly both. If the resurrection were on-

ly spiritual, it was requisite that He, in raising the 

dead, should show the body lying apart by itself, and 

the soul living apart by itself. But now He did not do 

so, but raised the body, confirming in it the promise 

of life. Why did He rise in the flesh in which He suf-

fered, unless to show the resurrection of the flesh? 

And wishing to confirm this, when His disciples did 

not know whether to believe He had truly risen in the 

body, and were looking upon Him and doubting, He 

said to them, You have not yet faith, see that it is I; 

(Luke 24:32, etc.) and He let them handle Him, and 

showed them the prints of the nails in His hands. And 

when they were by every kind of proof persuaded that 

it was Himself, and in the body, they asked Him to eat 

with them, that they might thus still more accurately 

ascertain that He had in verity risen bodily; and He 

ate honey-comb and fish. And when He had thus 

shown them that there is truly a resurrection of the 

flesh, wishing to show them this also, that it is not 

impossible for flesh to ascend into heaven (as He had 

said that our dwelling-place is in heaven), He was 

taken up into heaven while they beheld, (Acts1:9) as 

He was in the flesh.  

http://pncc.org/
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St. Irenaeus writes: "For the Church, although dis-

persed throughout the whole world even to the ends 

of the earth, has received from the apostles and from 

their disciples the faith in . . . the raising up again of 

all flesh of all humanity, in order that to Jesus Christ 

our Lord and God and Savior and King, in accord 

with the approval of the invisible Father, every knee 

shall bend of those in heaven and on earth and under 

the earth, and that every tongue shall confess him, 

and that he may make just judgment of them 

all"  (Against Heresies 1:10:1–4 [A.D. 189]).  

Tertullian says: "Therefore, the flesh shall rise again: 

certainly of every man, certainly the same flesh, and 

certainly in its entirety. Wherever it is, in the safe-

keeping with God through that most faithful agent 

between God and man, Jesus Christ, who shall rec-

oncile both God to man and man to God, [and] the 

spirit to the flesh and the flesh to the spirit"  (The Res-

urrection of the Dead 63:1 [A.D. 210]).  

From St. Cyril of Jerusalem: "This body shall be 

raised, not remaining weak as it is now, but this same 

body shall be raised. By putting on incorruption, it 

shall be altered, as iron blending with fire becomes 

fire—or rather, in a manner the Lord who raises us 

knows. However it will be, this body shall be raised, 

but it shall not remain such as it is. Rather, it shall 

abide as an eternal body. It shall no longer require 

for its life such nourishment as now, nor shall it re-

quire a ladder for its ascent; for it shall be made a 

spiritual body, a marvelous thing, such as we have 

not the ability to describe" (Catechetical Lec-

tures 18:18 [A.D. 350]).  

We profess this faith as we recite the Creeds.  In the 

Apostles Creed: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy 

Catholic Church, the Communion of Saints, the for-

giveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and life 

everlasting.  The Nicene Creed: I look for the resur-

rection of the dead and the life of the world to come.   

Jesus’ unique human claim about the resurrection of 

the body is the truth that underlies all of the Church’s 

teachings on cremation. Because Christ has shown us 

this human destiny in Him, it is fitting that the 

Church requires that the deceased body be treated 

with prayerful reverence and great dignity in recogni-

tion of its glorious future. 

Our Cemeteries exist for this purpose: to be a prayer-

ful resting place memorializing the existence of de-

ceased men and women who now await the resurrec-

tion of the body in Christ. 

Cremation Today 

Many have questions about the Church’s teachings 

on the growing practice of cremation. This is under-

standable since in the past it was the practice of the 

Church that Catholics follow only the manner of 

Christ’s burial by either entombing or burying the 

body.  Even today, the Church prefers burial in the 

traditional way of allowing the body to go gently 

back into the earth. 

The Church allows for cremation of the body, 

providing that family members making that decision 

are not doing so because they fear the body is lost 

forever and has no future together in Christ with the 

immortal soul. 

Treatment of Cremated Remains of the Body 

Cremation of the body quickly reduces the body to 

about four to ten pounds of bone fragments. The 

Church requires that these remains of the body be 

placed in a respectful vessel and treated in the exact 

same way that a family would treat a body in a cas-

ket. 

Since the human body has an eternal destiny in any 

form, the Church requires that cremated remains of a 

body be buried or entombed immediately after the 

Funeral in the same timely manner as a body. Cre-

mated remains of a loved one are not to be scattered, 

kept at home or divided into other vessels among 

family members, just as it is clear that these practices 

would desecrate a body in a casket. The Church al-

lows for burial at sea, providing that the cremated 

remains of the body are buried in a heavy container 

and not scattered. 

All of these teachings on the treatment of cremated 

remains of the body correspond with the Christian’s 

foundational belief in eternal life—both body and 

soul—in Jesus Christ among the Communion of 

Saints. 

P.N.C.C. Protocol for Cremations 

1. It is recommended that the body of the deceased 

be brought to church for the funeral liturgy, after 

which the body would be taken to the crematori-

um. The interment of the cremains would follow 

at a later date. 

2. If the body has been cremated before the funeral 

takes place, then the cremains are placed on a ta-

ble in the center aisle in front of the Paschal Can-

dle.   At the discretion of the pastor a crucifix, 

(Continued on Page 6.) 
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flowers and/or a picture of the deceased may be 

placed on or near the table. 

3.  Any questions in regard to other services involv-

ing cremations should be addressed to the dioce-

san bishop. 

When to Cremate 

The Church clearly prefers and urges that the full 

body be present for the funeral rites. The Catholic 

Funeral rites are sacred acts that help bereaved fami-

lies on their journey over several days through 

mourning, prayer, consolation and separation from 

their deceased loved one, in the company of friends 

and neighbors. The body that lies in death recalls the 

personal story of faith, the past relationships, and the 

continued spiritual presence of the deceased person.  

While the decision to cremate the body immediately 

after death would seem to help move this painful 

journey along more quickly, it can actually hinder a 

healthy mourning process by thwarting a family’s 

ability to fully confront the mystery of death in the 

presence of a body that can be recognized in love. 

Current death care industry trends show an increase 

in the practice of immediate cremation before the 

family can have a “viewing” of the body in death. At 

the same time, there has also been an increase in the 

need for bereavement counseling and aftercare. 

Many funeral homes provide for a simple embalming 

and a regular casket for rent during the viewing and 

funeral. Purchase of a special shell or cremation cas-

ket is usually available for this same purpose. 

However, if cremation must take place immediately 

after death, the Church allows for the cremated re-

mains of the body to be present in church during the 

Funeral Mass provided that they are reverently bur-

ied or entombed afterwards.  After the Funeral, the 

cremated remains of the body should be reverently 

buried or entombed in a cemetery or mausoleum. 

The Church treats cremated remains with the same 

prayerful reverence as the full body remains. Fami-

lies of the deceased may elect to have cremated re-

mains interred in ground burial sections. 

Talk with your Pastor, Family and Friends 

Faith in the resurrection of the body is a gift. If you 

find that your faith is tested in the face of conversa-

tions about death and burial, know that you are not 

alone in your fears about this great mystery of human 

life. 

“I am the resurrection and the life; whoever believes 

in me, even if he dies, will live, and everyone who 

lives and believes in me will never die. Do you be-

lieve this?” (Jn 11:25-26). Jesus’ question to Martha, 

distraught over the death of her brother Lazarus, is 

posed to every person in every age! 

“Do you believe this?” 

In the face of a family death, Martha sought the wis-

dom, consolation and presence of Jesus Christ. To-

day, our parish priests are here “in persona Christi” to 

continue his life-giving mission on behalf of both the 

living and the dead. 

In making cremation decisions, talk with a priest, 

your family and friends. Pray for the gifts of wisdom, 

faith, hope and love. Through the work of the Holy 

Spirit, God’s only begotten Son has come to dwell 

among us in the life of the Church. Draw near! 

“In death, the separation of the soul from the body, 

the human body decays and the soul goes to meet 

God, while awaiting its reunion with its glorified 

body. God, in his almighty power, will definitively 

grant incorruptible life to our bodies by reuniting 

them with our souls, through the power of Jesus' Res-

urrection.” 

Approved for the P.N.C.C. 

Church Doctrine Commission 

June 13, 2017 

Portions of this text are adapted from Archdiocese of Washington – 

“What does the Church teach about Cremation?” 

Order of Christian Funerals - 11 

Catechism of the Catholic Church, 997 
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(Continued on Page 8.) 

All Souls’ Day 

Most Rev. John F. Swantek, Prime Bishop Emeritus 

On November 2, the Church celebrates All Souls' 

Day, a day on which the faithful departed are re-

membered and helped by the prayers and Masses that 

are offered for the dead. As we know, death is the 

time when the soul is separated from the body, but it 

still continues to exist. It is self-conscious. We are 

reminded of this truth in the Requiem Preface which 

is chanted in the Masses for the departed: “For Your 

faithful people, Lord, life changes but does not cease, 

and at the end of this earthly pilgrimage You prepare 

an everlasting place for them in heaven.” 

At this time of the year, the parishes distribute All 

Souls' Day envelopes for the faithful so that they can 

write the names of their departed loved ones whom 

they want to be remembered in the Masses and pray-

ers on this day. Special services are also held in the 

parish churches and in the cemeteries. Let us also 

remember that in every Mass there is a Commemora-

tion for the Living and a Commemoration for the De-

parted during which the celebrant will mention 

departed relatives, friends or parishioners; for the 

departed are still members of the Church. They are 

the Church Expectant. Those who have reached 

heaven are the Church Triumphant, and those on 

earth are the Church Militant striving for salvation. 

The Church Militant and Triumphant also pray for 

the Church Expectant. This is the Communion of 

Saints. 

In the 11th century, Odo, Abbot of Cluny, ordered 

the commemoration of the dead in his monastery. 

Eventually this practice spread throughout the 

Church. November 2 was chosen as the day on 

which to commemorate the departed who are remem-

bered and those who are not. The Orthodox Churches 

have designated several days during the year on 

which to remember the dead. We are reminded that 

the Masses and our prayers will actually help our 

loved ones who now live in the abode of the dead 

until they enter into eternal life in heaven. 

Centuries before the Cluny commemoration for the 

dead, Masses and prayers, were already being said 

for the departed. In the 4th century in the Liturgy of 

the Apostolic Constitution is the following: “Let us 

pray for our brethren who sleep in Christ, that God 

Who in His love for men has received the soul of the 

departed one, may forgive him every fault, and in 

mercy and clemency receive him into the bosom of 

Abraham, with those who in this life have pleased 

God.” In the 5th Century, St. Monica said to her son, 

Augustine, “Lay this body wherever it may be. Let 

no care of it disturb you. This only I ask of you that 

you should remember me at the altar of the Lord 

wherever you may be.” 

After Christ's death and burial, the Apostles' Creed 

states: “He [Jesus] descended into hell.” In his small 

book The Apostles' Creed, Father S.C. Hughson, 

OHC, an Anglo-Catholic priest, explains this article: 

“It [Hell] means the place where the departed spirits 

of the faithful people of the Old Testament time 

abode. They were waiting there for the time when 

atonement would be made for them by the Lord.” A 

footnote to this verse in The Orthodox Study Bible 

corroborates Father Hughson's statement: “Christ 

descended to those in darkness and death that light 

might shine on them that He might deliver them from 

death.” This appears to be what St Peter meant when 

he wrote in his First Letter: “He was put to death in 

the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, in which also 

he went and made proclamation to the spirits in pris-

on.” (I Peter3:18) 

Some may not realize that there is a state, an abode 

for the dead, between this life and heaven. The Jew-

ish people called this realm for the dead Sheol. It was 

a place where the dead would go and only God could 

release them from this prison. It is believed that this 

abode of the dead could be a place of suffering, tor-

ment, or penance. Those who lived an exemplary and 

saintly Christian life and died in a state of grace may 

be received immediately into heaven. Those, howev-

er, who lived a good life, but failed, sinned, and died 

in a state of grace will go into this abode of the dead 

and undergo a period of preparation before their pil-

grimage finally reaches its final goal in heaven.  

The Church teaches that our prayers and Masses are 

beneficial for the souls and may even help them to 

attain their final goal much sooner. Praying for the 

dead is already mentioned in the Second Book of 

Maccabees in the Old Testament “For if he were not 

expecting that those who had fallen would rise again, 

it would have been superfluous and foolish to pray 

for the dead. But if he was looking for the splendid 
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reward that is laid up for those who fall asleep in 

godliness, it was a holy and pious thought. Therefore 

he made atonement, for the dead, so that they might 

be delivered from their sin ” (2nd Maccabees 12:44, 

45) 

The Orthodox Church teaches that after death the 

soul separates from the body and enters the state of 

the dead, a state of blessedness or torment depending 

on one's earthly life. It is believed that the torment 

that is experienced has a preparatory character. 

Through the prayers of the Church, the torments can 

be eased and even taken away. 

When the person dies the soul undergoes the first 

partial judgment and enters the middle section of 

Hades where it remains until the second coming. The 

Bloodless Sacrifice, prayers and memorials for the 

departed are very beneficial. 

In the Roman Catholic Church and the Anglo Catho-

lic Church, Purgatory is the abode of the dead. Those 

who die in a state of grace, committed venial sin, or 

are not fully satisfied for temporal punishment due to 

their sins enter Purgatory for a period of time. This is 

the place where these souls are destined for heaven. 

detained and purified. Punishment here is not eternal. 

The souls can be helped by our prayers. 

The Polish National Catholic Church acknowledges 

the abode of the departed to which the souls of our 

departed enter after death. The catechism of the Old 

Catholic Church in Germany (1930) states that the 

realm of the dead is Purgatory. It is here “that those 

who have not been not quite just in this life must en-

ter a period of purgation before entering heaven, be-

cause nothing impure can enter heaven.” 

As we look at the writings of Bishop Hodur, it ap-

pears that the abode of the departed is analogous to 

Purgatory. He refers to this state of the dead as Hell; 

it is a place of punishment that is not eternal. He ap-

pears to be using the term Hell as it is in the Apostles' 

Creed. 

At a synod in Poland in 1928, the Bishop was pre-

senting a paper on the Creed of the P.N.C.C. When 

he came to the fate of the departed, he said: “We 

therefore believe that man continues to exist after 

death but, if he led an evil and guilty life on earth, he 

must do penance, cleanse himself of sin, renew and 

perfect himself until he is worthy of his ultimate 

goal.” In the Remembrance of the Dead in the Mass 

Canon which is attributed to him, we read the follow-

ing: “Lord, remember Your servants [N] who have 

gone before us with the sign of faith and passed into 

eternity. To these souls, Lord, and all that rest in 

Christ, grant everlasting light, and to those who dur-

ing life strayed from the path of righteousness un-

mindful of Your Fatherly love, mercifully shorten 

their sufferings. We ask this in the name of Your be-

loved Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. Although 

the Church prays that all will be saved, it has always 

taught “A living faith in God and works flowing from 

that faith will save man.” 

In the Catechism we read that the Masses and Prayers 

will benefit the faithful departed. #136. We pray for 

the departed that He [God] grant them salvation. 

#376. We offer the Sacrifice of Mass to apply the 

merits gained on Calvary to the Church in general 

and to the individual souls in particular. #382. The 

priest may offer the Sacrifice of the Mass to the spir-

itual and temporal welfare of the living and for the 

eternal repose of the dead. 

The Mass is the supreme prayer of the Church; it 

makes present the Supreme Sacrifice of Christ on the 

cross as He redeemed the world. Said Father Lorn 

Gavitt, The Saint Augustine Prayer Book, “As the 

body of Christ [the Church] on earth offers this Mass, 

the redeeming life and death of Christ flows in upon 

the souls of the departed and the work of their perfec-

tion is carried forward.” 

Remember that when you pray for your departed 

loved ones, you are acknowledging that they live, and 

your prayers and Masses can aid them on their pil-

grimage of eternal life with the Father, Son, and the 

Holy Spirit. You may have forgotten what you 

learned in catechism some years ago: “We pray for 

the departed souls that He [Christ] grant them salva-

tion.” “Eternal life grant to them, O Lord, and may 

perpetual light shine upon them.” May we hear Christ 

say on that day of judgment: “Come, O blessed of 

My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you 

from the foundation of the world.” (Mat. 25:34) 

(All Souls’ Day - Continued from Page 7.) 
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The Solemnity of the Christian Family 

During October, across our Polish National Catholic 

Church, we celebrate the Solemnity of the Christian 

Family.  In our culture we see fewer and fewer exam-

ples of a Christian Family praying together and fol-

lowing the Gospel of our Lord and Savior, Jesus 

Christ.  We are reminded during this month to 

strengthen our commitment to our faith and our indi-

vidual family as well as our parish family. 

In the book of Genesis we read about God as the Cre-

ator of all things, including the institution of the fami-

ly.  The very basic concept of family defines it as a 

husband and wife with one or more children.  Howev-

er, we know that this is not always the case in every 

family situation.  For example, some families do not 

have a mother or a father present; and some families 

have a husband and wife, but no children.  Even in 

regard to Jesus we realize that Mary is His mother 

and Joseph is His guardian.  The importance of the 

family in society should not be underestimated, for 

that is where we learn and develop our basic moral 

values. 

At the Third General Synod of the Polish National 

Catholic Church in 1914 the delegates instituted the 

Solemnity of the Christian Family and selected the 

second Sunday of October to celebrate it.  The So-

lemnity of the Christian Family commemorates the 

values of the Holy Family and how we should apply 

these values to our own families.  The responsibility 

of children to respect, honor and love their parents is 

found in the Bible.  It is important for each of us to 

remember the Fourth Commandment:  Honor your 

father and mother. 

Love and respect of parents toward their children is 

also taught many times in Holy Scripture.  Parents 

not only have a responsibility to provide for the 

physical and material needs of their children, they are 

entrusted to provide for their spiritual needs as well. 

The parents are to bring up their children in the 

Christian faith and should set a good example for the 

children to follow.  Parents are to teach, guide and 

discipline their children in the love of the Lord.  This 

solemnity reminds us of the importance of mutual 

love and respect within each Christian family. 

Just as an individual family is part of society, the 

Christian family is part of a parish family, which is 

part of a larger family called the Church.  The indi-

vidual Christian families and the Church share a 

common faith in Christ and worship Him.  This so-

lemnity also reminds us that the Christian family is 

built on the foundation of Christ Jesus, our Lord.  We 

become a part of the Christian Family in the Sacra-

ment of Baptism, through which we are united with 

Christ and become brothers and sisters in Him. 

The Church is essential to the Christian family be-

cause the family members encounter Christ in the 

parish community by participating in worship at Ho-

ly Mass, receiving Jesus in the Holy Eucharist, hear-

ing the Word of God and receiving the other sacra-

ments. 

P.N.C.C. Supreme Council Future Direction Committee  
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Genealogical Research within the Polish National Catholic Church (P.N.C.C.) 

Quite often, the P.N.C.C. website gets a request for 

information about one of the ancestors of the writer; 

either a priest or a lay person. All of the work at the 

P.N.C.C. Archives is done by volunteers whose time 

is spent sorting, cataloguing and putting onto shelves 

the documents that it has received. There are no pro-

fessionals available to respond to genealogical in-

quiries. I believe that people request information 

from the P.N.C.C. Archives because they may not 

know how to go about researching their P.N.C.C. an-

cestor. This article will describe the process of re-

searching your P.N.C.C. ancestor. The process is a 

little different for members of the clergy than it is for 

lay persons. The process for clergy research will be 

described first, followed by that for a lay person.  

Researching your P.N.C.C. Priest Ancestor 

A person may have heard from one of his or her rela-

tives that there was a P.N.C.C. priest in their family. 

Before any research can be done, other information 

must be found to give you a starting place. These five 

questions will help your research: 

1. How do you know he was a priest? 

2. When did he serve? 

3. What parishes did he serve? 

4. When did he die? 

5. Where is he buried? 

The answers to these questions will help guide your 

research. A knowledge of being a priest could be 

demonstrated by an ordination certificate, which 

would give the date and place of ordination. A death 

certificate generally includes information on the: date 

of death, cause of death, location of the city and state 

where burial took place, the name of the funeral 

home, and may list family members names and rela-

tionships. Information on where he served as a 

P.N.C.C. priest could be obtained in personal letters, 

newspaper articles, obituaries, and parish publica-

tions such as Sunday bulletins and newsletters. The 

newspapers could be either local or of one the three 

P.N.C.C. official newspapers.   

One of the best resources to use to find a priest of the 

P.N.C.C. is a Church Anniversary book. The 

P.N.C.C. published three whole Church Anniversary 

books: Po Drodze Życia for the Church’s 25th, 

Księga Pamiątkowa “33” for the Church’s 33rd and 

Album 1897 - 1957 for the Church’s 60th Anniver-

sary. These all identify priests and their parishes. 

Po Drodze Życia (After the Way of Life) is about the 

P.N.C.C. and its parishes as they were in 1922, the 

P.N.C.C.’s 25th year. Księga Pamiątkowa “33” has 

photos and Polish text depicting the history of the 

P.N.C.C. on the 33rd Anniversary of the P.N.C.C. 

(1897 - 1930)  and Spójnia on its 20th Anniversary of 

Spójnia (1909 - 1929). Album 1897 - 1957 commem-

orates the 60th Anniversary of the P.N.C.C. It con-

tains photos and historical commentary in both Polish 

and English about the priests, parishes and organiza-

tions of the P.N.C.C. through 1957. Articles describ-

ing the content of these three Anniversary books 

were published in God’s Field.  

Another source could be one of the official P.N.C.C. 

newspapers. The P.N.C.C. has had three official 

newspapers, Straż [The Guard], Rola Boża [God’s 

Field] and Trybuna [Tribune] and one Western Dioc-

esan newspaper, Posłanictwo [Mission]. Of these, 

two have been indexed by the Very Rev. Casimir J. 

Grotnik, Rola Boża [God’s Field], and Straż [The 

Guard]. The Indexes for Rola Boża [God’s Field] 

contain integrated lists of all authors and articles 

from 1923 - 1953 and 1954 - 1970. The Indexes are 

in two volumes: Volume I: 1923 - 1953, Volume II: 

1954 - 1970. The Rola Boża [God’s Field] newspa-

per indexes also have separate necrology lists, which 

provide obituaries. The Indexes for Straż are also in 

two volumes and are similar in content to those for 

Rola Boża [God’s Field].  

The other two newspapers, Trybuna and Posłanictwo, 

are not indexed, so would have to be read page by 

page. A quick way to go through these would be to 

check the indexes for the priest’s name, followed by 

reading the newspaper pages noted. 

The next documents that could be checked are Synod 

Reports; first would be the list of Synod delegates, 

followed by the clergy lists included in the Diocesan 

Bishops’ reports. There are separate proceedings for 

Synods 12 through 22, covering the period from 1967 

to 2006. The minutes of earlier Synods are in two 

books prepared by Very Rev. Casimir J. Grotnik, 

which cover the 1st through the 11th. One is in Polish, 

Synody Polskiego Narodowego Katolickiego 

Kościoła and another is in English, Minutes of the 

First Eleven General Synods of the P.N.C.C. 1904-

1963. 
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If the Parish is known, the next places to check 

would be the Diocesan Records at the appropriate 

Diocesan Chancery, the minutes and the Anniversary 

Books of the Parish.  

Researching your P.N.C.C. Laity Ancestor 

The search for a lay person is somewhat different. 

First some additional information must be found to 

give you a starting place. Here are eight questions 

which could provide some additional information: 

1. To what parishes did he or she belong? 

2. When did he or she belong to each parish? 

3. When did he or she die? 

4. Where is he or she buried? 

5. Was the person baptized in a P.N.C.C. par-

ish? 

6. Did he or she receive First Communion or 

Confirmation in a P.N.C.C. parish? 

7. Was he or she married in a P.N.C.C. parish? 

8. Did he or she receive a funeral in a P.N.C.C. 

parish?  

The first documents to be looked at would be Bap-

tism, First Communion, Confirmation, Marriage and 

Death. These records would be kept in a book at the 

parish. They may also be available at the Diocese 

Chancery. The Central Diocese at one time micro-

filmed parish record books. This information is not 

kept at the P.N.C.C. National Archives.  

The next set of records to research would be the 

meeting minutes and Anniversary Books of the par-

ish. Some Anniversary Books have the signatures or 

names of the original members of the parish. The last 

items to be checked at the parish level would be the 

minutes and financial secretaries’ documents of the 

parish which should include the names of all mem-

bers of the parish.  

Another source could be one of the official P.N.C.C. 

newspapers, as cited on the previous page of this arti-

cle. 

Po Drodze Życia, Księga Pamiątkowa “33”, Album 

1897 - 1957, Synod Proceedings volumes XIII 

through XXII and Rola Boża Indexes Volumes I and 

II are available for purchase from the P.N.C.C. Book 

Department. 

Synody Polskiego Narodowego Katolickiego 

Kościoła and Minutes of the First Eleven General 

Synods of the P.N.C.C. 1904-1963 are available 

through the Central Diocese.  

Straż Indexes Volumes I and II are available through 

the Polish National Union of America. 

I hope that this article will help someone find infor-

mation about his or her ancestor.  
Joseph Francis Seliga 

Chair, P.N.C.C. Commission on History and Archives 

   Ł   ł   ą   Ą   ć   Ć   ę   Ę   ń   Ń   ó   Ó   ś   Ś   ź   Ź   ż   Ż  

From the Office of the Prime Bishop 

History & Archives Commission 

In order to facilitate the work of the P.N.C.C. Commission on History and Archives as well as to have an accu-

rate record of the work and life of every diocese, parish and society of the Polish National Catholic Church, we 

request all dioceses, parishes and societies that publish any materials related to its life or work to please send 

three copies (or at least one) to the National Church Archives.  The address is given below. 

P.N.C.C. Commission on History and Archives 

National Church Center 

1006 Pittston Avenue 

Scranton, PA 18505 

The History and Archives Commission also accepts any materials regarding the history of the parishes or any 

priests of the P.N.C.C.  The materials include: meeting notices, agendas, minutes, books, booklets, hymnals, 

anniversary journals, reports, SoCL materials, liturgical materials, pamphlets, parish bulletins, etc. 

If you have any questions or concerns about what to send or if the History and Archives Commission would be 

interested in your materials, please call the Office of the Prime Bishop and (570)-346-9131. 
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The Polish National Catholic Church will have a limited number of full color 2018 home liturgical calendars 

for sale on a first-come, first-served basis later this year.  This calendar with original photographs for each 

month includes information concerning P.N.C.C. holy days. 

You can pre-order your calendars for your parish or yourself by using the chart below to calculate costs.  Your 

order will be shipped as soon as the calendars become available (late November/early December). Thank you 

for your continued support of this Church-wide endeavor.   

PLEASE NOTE that an additional $30.00 is required for ad setup for a sponsor (quite often a funeral 

director) and specific parish information regarding Sunday services, telephone numbers, name of pastor, etc. 

Orders will not be customized if fee is not included. 

Please place your order as soon as possible so that we can ship your calendars to you before the New Year.  

Total payment (including calculable shipping costs) must accompany order. If you pick up your order at the 

National Church Center, there will be no shipping charge. 

SEND PAYMENT AND ORDERS TO: 

Polish National Catholic Church 

Attn: Julie Orzell 

1006 Pittston Avenue 

Scranton, PA 18505-4109 

Complete and send in order slip with your payment.  Only pre-paid calendar orders will be shipped. 

You will be invoiced for shipping costs if they must be calculated at the time of packing. 

2018 P.N.C.C. Calendar Order Form 

2018 Home Liturgical Calendars 
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God’s Field Appeal for Christmas Greetings 

It is not too early to start thinking about publishing your Christmas greetings in the December issue of God’s 

Field. 

In past years your responses to our appeals have been very enthusiastic and we sincerely hope your generosity 

and support will continue this year. 

The cost for publishing Christmas greetings for individuals, parishes and organizations is $20.00.  Due to space 

constraints in the page setup of the God’s Field, greetings are limited to up to three (3) lines of text. 

An online form can be found on the pncc.org website at: pncc.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/

online_greeting_form_2017.pdf 

ALL GREETINGS, ACCOMPANIED BY PAYMENTS, MUST BE RECEIVED BY NOVEMBER 30, 2017 

IN ORDER TO BE 

INCLUDED IN THE CHRISTMAS ISSUE. 

Please send 3-line greetings, along with payments in the form of check or money order payable to God’s Field, 

to: 

God’s Field - Christmas Greetings 

National Church Center 

1006 Pittston Avenue 

Scranton, PA 18505 

Thank you for your continued support. 

The 2018 Liturgical Reference Calendar 

Orders for the 2018 Liturgical Reference Calendar – Ordo – are now being accepted.  The cost of the 

Liturgical Calendar is $12.75 per book for pickup-up orders or $15.50 per book for mail orders to U.S.; 

$18.75 USD per book for mail orders to Canada.  To order, please fill out the order form, below, and 

make check or money order payable to The Polish National Catholic Church – LRC and send to: 

The Polish National Catholic Church – L R C, Attn: Secretary to Prime Bishop 

1006 Pittston Avenue, Scranton, PA 18505-4109 

Ordos will be shipped as soon as the calendars are available (mid-to-late November). 
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Summer Music in Manchester, NH 

Holy Trinity Cathedral 

Holy Trinity Cathedral was pleased to welcome 66 

musicians and guests from throughout the P.N.C.C. 

to Manchester, NH, for the National United Choirs 

25th Music Workshop and 33rd General Convention 

from July 26-28, 2017. 

The Frederick Chopin Choir hosted the biennial 

event, which featured sessions led by Dr. Barbara 

Nowicki, Vanessa Murawski, Dr. Neil Stahurski, and 

Karen Sobiechowski. Two of “The Reverends,” Fa-

thers Andrew Tenus and Pawel Łukaszewicz, shared 

some of their original music, with the assistance of 

Mrs. Monika and Miss Patricia Łukaszewicz.  Local 

entertainer Ken Sheldon (a.k.a. Fred Marple, of 

“Frost Heaves” fame) gave our visitors a taste of 

New England life and humor, and he invited a few of 

them to assist him in his presentation. 

During a choral reading session, participants had the 

opportunity to sing service music which was written 

by P.N.C. composers, and they were given a packet 

of “user-friendly” anthems to take back with them to 

their own parishes. The three days culminated with a 

free concert featuring a 55-voice choir in the beauti-

fully restored Holy Trinity Cathedral. A reception 

followed with “heavy hors d’oeuvres” and with mu-

sic by DJ Father Robert Fredrickson. 

The fun and famous Auction yielded $1,000 in dona-

tions to the NUC Music Scholarship Fund, and we 

are thankful for all of those who participated. 

If you would like to see some wonderful photos from 

the Workshop, here is a link: 

nationalunitedchoirs.shutterfly.com/pictures/1535 

Many thanks to our photographer, Holy Trinity Pa-

rishioner Wanda Piotrowski. 

The Frederick Chopin Choir worked very hard to pro-

vide our guests with a meaningful, inspirational, and 

educational experience, and we were gratified to re-

ceive positive feedback from a number of Workshop 

participants. 

The Choir would like to thank God for the beautiful 

weather for those three days - an answer to persistent 

and fervent prayer! We are also grateful to all the pa-

rishioners and friends who helped in any way with 

hospitality, photography, shopping, cooking, clean-up 

and just being available.  

Bóg zapłać (God will reward you)!  We couldn’t 

have done it without you! 

Submitted by Karen Sobiechowski 
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National United Choirs Music Scholarship Awards 

“Shout joyfully to the Lord, all the earth; break forth in song, rejoice, and sing praises.  Sing to the Lord with 

the harp, with the harp and the sound of a psalm, with trumpets and the sound of a horn; Shout joyfully before 

the Lord, the King.” – Psalm 98: 4-6 

The 2017 Music Scholarship Awards were announced at the recent National United Choirs Workshop Concert 

in Manchester, NH this past July.  The 10 awardees were granted scholarships totaling $4,950.00.  To date, 

this National United Choirs program has given $310,835.00 to 1085 well-deserving musicians of the P.N.C.C.  

We ask for your continued support not only on Music Scholarship Sunday, but any time!  Checks, made paya-

ble to the National United Choirs Music Scholarship Fund, can be mailed to the treasurer: 

Dr. Jim Ploskonka 

349 Justo Lane 

Seven Hills, OH 44131 

Please visit the Scholarship webpage at nucmusicscholarship.weebly.com for more information. 

Many congratulations to the 2017 recipients!  Keep up the lessons and your contributions to the P.N.C.C.! 

Submitted by Cathy Bilinski 

 

2017 Music Scholarship Awards 

Damion Alberino – Violin 

Junior Incentive Award  $100 

St. Mary’s Parish, Parma, OH 

 

Tyler Bagshaw – Piano 

Bishop Eugeniusz Magyar Award  $350 

Holy Family Parish, McKeesport, PA 

 

Sarah Dobbins – Voice 

Cecilia Shumlas Award  $425 

All Saints Parish, Carnegie, PA 

 

Kaitlyn Gingerlowski – Violin 

Polish National Union Award  $275 

St. Stanislaus Cathedral Parish, Scranton, PA 

 

Victoria Konicki – Piano 

Bishop Francis Bonczak Youth Award  $750 

Holy Name of Jesus Parish, Schenectady, NY 

 

Mason Martisauskas – Guitar 

George Balcar Award  $350 

St. Michael the Archangel Parish, Cedar Lake, IN 

 

Rachel Quirbach – Piano and Guitar 

Bishop Francis Bonczak Award  $1400 

St. Casimir Parish, Lowell, MA 

 

Mary Jane Scott – Piano 

Bishop Eugeniusz Magyar Award  $300 

All Saints Cathedral Parish, Chicago, IL 

 

Christina Supinski – Violin 

Bishop Eugeniusz Magyar Award  $400 

Holy Name of Jesus Parish, Schenectady, NY 

 

Derek Westcott – Piano 

Bishop Francis Bonczak Award  $600 

Holy Name Of Jesus Parish, Schenectady, NY 
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Save the Date: The Countdown to CONVO 2018 Begins Now! 

The Central Diocese is proud to announce that Convo 2018 will be held on the campus of The University of 

Scranton in Scranton, PA, July 23 through July 27, 2018. 

YES! It's time to get ready for the next P.N.C.C. National Youth Convocation.  Clear your schedule, reserve 

the last week of July 2018, and get ready for the absolutely best week of the year. 

We have a great committee of hard-working youth who are leading all planning efforts: 

President, Maddie Hughes; Vice President, Jake Gerardi;  2nd Vice president for Finance, Elizabeth Pfohl; 

Secretary, Rebecca Kotula; Treasurer, Nicholas Pfohl; Board Members, Timmy Stankowski, Jacob Stankow-

ski, Victoria Konicki, Halle Maciag, Michael Cyman, Alex Mludzik, Zuzanna Pociecha, and Matt Kotula. 

There are also many other UYA members who are participating in many capacities alongside their committee. 

President Maddie Hughes is putting out an open invitation to any young person in the Central Diocese to feel 

welcome in joining in the preparations of this fantastic event: “For kids interested in attending, you won't re-

gret it if you do. I have gone to three Convos so far.  At each one, I have learned so much about our Church 

and have also made some of the best friends in the world. Now, I can say I have friends in all different states 

and not just from my own parish.  You may not know what it’s all about, it’s a little different each time, but 

don’t worry. COME ANYWAY! This is an opportunity for kids young and old… even adults are welcome.” 

If you feel this is the year you want to be part of a P.N.C.C. National Youth Convocation, we would love your 

personal support as well as the support of your parishes and seniorates.  Reach out to us and ask how you can 

help; there will be many types of opportunities, for example; chaperoning or underwriting portions of enter-

tainment and supplies.  Something big or something small, all are equally important and are needed.  You are 

needed. 

Up-to-date Convo 2018 information and news is posted on the following mediums: 

Facebook: Convo2018/  

Website: convo2018.org 

Fr. Jim Konicki email: frjim@convo2018.org 

God bless our adult advisors, our Prime Bishop and Bishops, our Youth Chaplain, Fr. Jim Konicki, and all of 

you for helping to build our Church. 

http://pncc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/PNCC1?ref_type=bookmark
https://www.centraldiocesepncc.org/
http://www.scranton.edu/
http://www.scranton.edu/
http://www.scrantonpa.gov/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/convo2018/
https://www.convo2018.org
mailto:frjim@convo2018.org
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Central Diocese 
Family Celebrates 50 Years at Spojnia Farm 

Waymart, PA 

Family members from St. Stephen’s P.N.C.C. in 

Reading, PA, celebrated their 50th year at Spojnia 

Farm in July. Every summer since 1967, the Sab-

ulsky/Wawrzonek family, along with the children of 

St. Stephen’s pastor from 50 years ago, Father Daniel 

Driscoll, have been meeting in Waymart.  Father 

Driscoll introduced the camp to its parishioners in 

1967. Through the years, the Reading parish shared 

their week with other P.N.C.C. parishes from Bethle-

hem, PA., New Castle, CT., and Passaic, NJ.  Today 

it is attended primarily by the Sabulsky, Wawrzonek, 

and Driscoll families. 

The oldest member of St. Stephen’s who still attends 

each year is Dolores Sabulsky, age 86. She has a 

hard time walking up the hill between the mess hall 

and the barracks, but she enjoys the memories and 

being with her children, grandchildren and now great 

grandchildren. 

“We have four generations at Spojnia Farm now. The 

little ones play silly games just as I did when I was 

little,” says Julie (Sabulsky) Byassee. “I now live in 

upstate New York and look forward to my quality 

time at Spojnia Farm with my entire family. It will 

always have a special place in my heart forever.” 

Most family members still live in the Reading area, 

but Nancy (Wawrzonek) O’Donnell drives from Chi-

cago with her two children to spend time with her 

family.  “We reminisce and laugh so much about 

growing up there.  My kids are in their twenties now, 

but always look forward to being there with their 

Pennsylvania family.” 

Dan Driscoll, the son of Fr. Driscoll, drives from 

North Carolina every year to Spojnia Farm. He says 

it’s the place where he feels closest to his father, now 

deceased. Dan’s sister, Drucilla, and daughter Car-

lene, drive to Waymart from Chicago every year, as 

well.  

The number of campers has decreased over the years, 

but the Sabulsky/Wawrzonek family thinks of the 

camp as a family reunion. “We still assign KP every 

day, have campfires, walk to Keen Lake, play Bingo, 

and visit the farm.  The men go golfing every day, 

while the women and children swim and relax at the 

pool.  This year we had a hay ride just like the good 

ole’ days.”  “I know that I can speak for everyone in 

my family, that the Farm with the silent “J” is a very 

special place. I hope that we can continue for years to 

come!” concluded Julie Byassee. 

http://pncc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/PNCC1?ref_type=bookmark
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Dożynki 
Holy Mother of Sorrows, Dupont, PA 

Holy Mother of Sorrows Parish, Dupont, PA, held its 

41st Annual Harvest Festival/Dożynki on Sunday, 

September 10, 2017, from 10:00 a.m. until dusk. The 

blessing of the harvest wreath is the most important 

part of the Festival. The Dożynki also featured: live 

Polka music, Polish and American food, raffles, 

games, attractions for the children (face painting, wa-

ter balloon shooting) and also a petting zoo. 

Our Parish says “Thank You” to all our patrons who 

supported us. Especially we are grateful to all of our 

volunteers. Some of them worked five days; some 

one day; some worked countless hours; some just a 

couple of hours that they could spare. But because of 

them, the 41st Annual Harvest Festival/Dożynki hap-

pened and was very successful. Thank you all - Bóg 

Zapłac! 
Submitted by Very Rev. Zbigniew Dawid 

http://pncc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/PNCC1?ref_type=bookmark
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A PRAYER FOR FAMILIES 

God, our Heavenly Father, You have blessed each of us with the gift of 

family, that through our family life we may learn to love and care for 

others. Open our eyes to recognize in all people the bonds of kinship. 

May we unselfishly serve them who with us have been made co-heirs 

with Christ. 

We ask this through the same Jesus Christ. Amen. 

A Book of Devotions and Prayers P.N.C.C., page 95 
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