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Approaching the Time of the Spirit 
Most Rev. Anthony Mikovsky, Prime Bishop 

faith in Me will do the works I do, and greater far 

than these.  Why?  Because I go to the Father.ò (John 

14:12) 

It is during the Sixth Sunday of Easter that we will 

finally hear Jesus more concretely speak of the Holy 

Spirit.  In this Sundayôs Gospel Jesus says, ñIf you 

love Me and obey the commands I give you, I will 

ask the Father and He will give you another Paraclete 

ï to be with you always: the Spirit of truth, whom the 

world cannot accept, since it neither sees Him nor 

recognizes Him; but you can recognize Him because 

He remains with you and will be within you.ò (John 

14:15-17) 

Following this Sixth Sunday of Easter, the Church 

celebrates the Solemnity of the Ascension on 

Thursday, forty days following the Resurrection. 

Jesus returns to the glory of the Father and for the 

Church He also gives the great commission to His 

Apostles, ñFull authority has been given to Me both 

in heaven and on earth; go, therefore, and make disci-

ples of all the nations.  Baptize them in the name of 

the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

Teach them to carry out everything I have command-

ed you.  And know that I am with you always, until 

the end of the world.ò (Matt 28:18-20)  If we give 

this a bit of thought, we realize that the Apostles are 

to bring people into the reality of the Father, that God 

that the Jews knew from the beginning, they are to 

bring them into the reality of the Son, our Lord and 

Savior Jesus Christ, Whom the Apostles had known 

and worked with and the one Whom they witnessed 

die on the cross for our salvation and also rise from 

the dead to bring us eternal life. And also to bring 

them into the reality of the Holy Spirit, an Advocate 

(Continued on Page 3.) 

As we come to the end of the Easter Season, the 

mood of the season begins to change a bit.  During 

the early part of the season the atmosphere was one 

of joy.  It began slowly with the recognition of the 

empty tomb and increased to one of complete joy as 

the apostles encountered the Risen Lord, our Savior, 

Jesus Christ. 

But during the later weeks of the Easter Season we 

begin to hear Jesus reminding the Apostles that He 

will return to the Father and send another Advocate, 

the Holy Spirit.  On the Fifth Sunday of Easter this 

year we hear on the lips of Jesus, ñI am indeed going 

to prepare a place for you.ò (John 14:2)  And at the 

end of this reading we hear the promise of Jesus that 

He is passing on the ministry to His apostles when 

He says, ñI solemnly assure you, the man who has 
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A Gift of Love 

As many of you throughout the P.N.C.C. know, the Rt. Rev. Stanley Bilinski, Diocesan Bishop 

of the Western Diocese has been waiting for some time for a kidney transplant.  Through the 

pages of Godôs Field we ask for your continued prayers for Bishop Stanley as he awaits this 

procedure.  We also wish to find those who may be interested in giving the selfless gift of serv-

ing as a transplant donor in this case.  After much prayer, if you are interested in help-

ing Bishop Stanley, please reach out to him at (847) 698-0578 to discuss this matter. 
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Easter Greeting 

Chancery of the Western Diocese P.N.C.C. 

Rt. Rev. Stanley M. Bilinski, Jr., Bishop Ordinary 

Wishing everyone a Blessed Easter! 
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and Comforter, Who would guard them and guide 

them in the days to come and for the rest of their 

lives. 

At this point it certainly may have been difficult for 

the Apostles to have an understanding of exactly 

what our Lord was trying to communicate to them.  

While they certainly had faith in God the Father as 

Creator and in Jesus Christ, His Son, our Lord, the 

Holy Spirit, Who would guide and lead them was a 

more difficult, less concrete reality.  At the same time 

we also hear Jesus say to them in the gospel of Luke: 

ñThus it is written that the Messiah must suffer and 

rise from the dead on the third day.  In His name, 

penance for the remission of sins is to be preached to 

the nations, beginning at Jerusalem.  You are witness-

es of all this.  See, I send down upon you the promise 

of My Father.  Remain here in the city until you are 

clothed with power from on high.ò (Luke 24:46-49) 

It is here that we see that the time before the coming 

of the Holy Spirit must be a time of preparation, a 

time of getting ready to accept the Spirit and then go 

out into the world to convert and teach.  An excellent 

prayer to pray during this time of waiting is that pray-

er which is said during the Mass of the Solemnity of 

Pentecost: ñHoly Spirit, Giver of Life, Who proceeds 

from the Father, have mercy on us.  As You descend-

ed upon the disciples in the upper room, so now once 

again descend upon Your Church.  Inflame our 

hearts, enlighten our minds and purify our souls.  For 

together with the Father and the Son, You live and 

reign, one God, forever and ever. Amen.ò   

As we pray this prayer we desire to be connected 

with the community of the infant Church and the 

Apostles in Jerusalem.  In this we desire to experi-

ence and know the pristine faith of the first followers 

of Jesus.  We ask God to inflame our hearts.  We 

know of the imagery of the tongues of fire that alight-

ed on the heads of the Apostles and we want to have 

that same burning desire to know and understand all 

the things that Jesus has imparted to His followers.  

As we speak of these two attributes of the Spirit, we 

also desire that, in being followers of Jesus and hav-

ing the Spirit within us, we will partake fully of the 

gifts of the Spirit: Knowledge, Understanding, Wis-

dom, Counsel, Piety, Fortitude and Fear of the Lord.  

Each of these divine gifts will help us to live good 

and holy lives and know and follow Jesus in the 

world. 

We also ask the Spirit to enlighten our minds.  So 

much in the world today fills our minds, with things 

(Approaching the Time of the Spirit- Continued from Page 1.) that are both good and bad.  We are constantly bom-

barded with things from all kinds of sources: televi-

sion, social media, even our friends and acquaintanc-

es. And of course not all of these things are to our 

benefit or even good and holy.  We must have en-

lightened minds to know what we should cast aside 

and what we should retain.  St. Paul reminds us: 

ñFinally brothers, whatever is true, whatever is hon-

orable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is 

lovely, whatever is gracious, if there is any excel-

lence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think 

about these things.ò (Philippians 4:8)  But how are 

we to decide? We must ask the Holy Spirit to enlight-

en our minds to know and also join in the community 

of the Church to be surrounded by these good things. 

Lastly we ask the Spirit to ópurify our souls.ô  Of 

course we can look at this in the simple sense of our 

desire to have our sins forgiven so that we can partic-

ipate fully in the community of the Church, and cer-

tainly this is something that is extremely important.  

But we can also look beyond this to the desire to live 

in a way which is pure and holy at all times.  In this 

aspect it is not just looking at specific acts, but rather 

the totality of all that we are and all that we do.  We 

ask the Holy Spirit to purify our lives, purify our mo-

tives, purify our thoughts, purify all that we are. 

It is in this way that we prepare ourselves so that we 

can then go out into the world to convert and teach.  

Now I know that many will say that these aspects of 

the Church are the work of the clergy, the deacons, 

priests and bishops.  We see that they are the ones 

who preach the homilies during worship and it is of-

ten they who lead catechism classes and Bible stud-

ies; but this command of Jesus to ñgo and teachò is 

not only a command for the clergy.  While it is true 

that the bishops, priests and deacons have a specific 

ministry to preach the Word, the command to go and 

teach is so much more.   

With the inflamed hearts, enlightened minds and pu-

rified souls we have prayed for, each and every 

Christian is called to be a witness to and be an exam-

ple of the life of Jesus Christ in the world.  It is in this 

sense that the Future Direction Subcommittee of the 

Supreme Council has chosen the month of May to 

focus our attention on our goal to ñCommit to the 

Holy Spirit to lead us.ò  And this is both in a personal 

sense and also as families, communities, parishes and 

the entire Church.  It is with the Holy Spirit, Who 

lives within us, that we go about our lives being good 

examples to our children, our families and each other.  
(Continued on bottom of Page 18.) 
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Annual Meeting of the Supreme Council of the P.N.C.C.  

Scranton, PA 

On April 25 - 26, 2017, the Supreme Council of the Polish National Catholic Church convened its annual 

meeting in The Frank Bednash Library and Conference Room at the National Church Center in Scranton, PA. 

Pictured are the Supreme Council Members in attendance. 

Seated, front row: Rt. Rev. Paul Sobiechowski, Bishop of the Eastern Diocese, P.N.C.C.; Rt. Rev. John Mack, 

Bishop of the Buffalo-Pittsburgh Diocese, P.N.C.C.; Most Rev. Anthony Mikovsky, Prime Bishop of the 

P.N.C.C and Administrator of the Canadian Diocese, P.N.C.C.; Rt. Rev. Bernard Nowicki, Bishop of the 

Central Diocese, P.N.C.C.; Rt. Rev. Stanley Bilinski, Bishop of the Western Diocese, P.N.C.C. 

Second row: Robert Sarnowski, Central Diocese; Marilyn Folcik; Eastern Diocese; Irene Jugan, Polish 

National Union of America; Diane Cheek, Buffalo-Pittsburgh Diocese; Beverly Basinski, Buffalo-Pittsburgh 

Diocese; Jasmine DôCosta, Canadian Diocese 

Third row: Kathryn Nemkovich, Representative-at-Large; David Petrosky, Representative-at-Large; John 

Andrzejewski, III, Polish National Union; Ronald DeLuca, Central Diocese; Rev. Zbigniew Kozar, Canadian 

Diocese; Very Rev. Gregory Mludzik, Central Diocese; Joan Scheuneman, Treasurer, P.N.C.C. 

Fourth row: Very Rev. Robert Nemkovich, Jr., Eastern Diocese; Michael Mietlicki, Secretary, Supreme 

Council; Martin Wachna, Western Diocese; Very Rev. Zbigniew Dawid, Vice Rector, Savonarola Theological 

Seminary; Cathy Bilinski, Western Diocese; Rev. Scott Lill, Buffalo-Pittsburgh Diocese (standing in for Very 

Rev. John Rencewicz, II (absent)); also absent from photo: Ted Maciurzynski, Canadian Diocese; Very Rev. 

John Z. Kraus, Western Diocese 

A summary of the official proceedings will be published in upcoming issues of Godôs Field. 
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P.N.C. ï R.C. Dialogue Meets in Scranton, PA 

Very Rev. Robert M. Nemkovich, Jr., P.N.C.C. Ecumenical Officer 

The Polish National Catholic- Roman Catholic Dia-

logue met on May 9 &10, 2017 at the Polish National 

Catholic Church Center in Scranton, PA.  Represent-

ing the P.N.C.C. were: Most Rev. Anthony Mikov-

sky, Rt. Rev. John Mack ï Co-Chair, Rt. Rev. Ber-

nard Nowicki, Rt. Rev. Paul Sobiechowski, Most 

Rev. John Swantek, Very Rev. Robert M. Nem-

kovich, Jr. and Very Rev. Gregory Mludzik.  Repre-

senting the Roman Catholic Church were: Most Rev. 

Joseph Bambera ï Co-Chair, Most Rev. Joseph 

Kopacz, Rev. Msgr. Thomas Green, Rev. Msgr. Vin-

cent Grimalia, Rev. Ronald Roberson and Rev. 

Wojciech Kowal. 

The dialogue discussed the following topics: a report 

on Incremental Steps towards unity; A presentation 

and discussion on the nature of Dogma in Catholic 

theology; A review of the agreed statement produced 

by the Oriental Orthodox-Catholic international dia-

logue on the nature of communion that existed before 

the division of the 5th century; The September 2016 

ñChieti Documentò of the international dialogue be-

tween the Roman Catholic and Orthodox Churches 

and An article on Pope Francis and Ecumenism from 

March 2017 edition of The Ecumenical Review.   

Please keep the efforts of this and all our dialogues in 

your prayers that we will one day achieve the unity 

for which our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, prayed.   

The next meeting of this dialogue is scheduled for 

May 8-9, 2018 in Scranton, Pennsylvania.   

Front row: Rev. Ronald Roberson, Prime Bishop Anthony Mikovsky, Bishop John Mack (Co-Chair), 

Bishop Joseph Bambera (Co-Chair), Prime Bishop Emeritus John Swantek, Rev. Msgr. Thomas Green.  

Back row: Very Rev. Robert Nemkovich Jr., Bishop Paul Sobiechowski, Bishop Joseph Kopacz, Bishop Bernard Nowicki, 

Rev. Msgr. Vincent Grimalia, Rev. Wojciech Kowal, Very Rev. Gregory Mludzik. 
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